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Club clothing.

If you need any clothing with Club logos, then do speak to Pat Longstaff, she'll 'see you right'.

Chairman - Nigel France Events  Secretary - Paul Wright

Vice-Chairman/Events - Kenny Jackson
Club Show Organiser - Colin Dowling

Webmaster - Mike Bennett 
Treasurer/Membershp - Steve Tanser 

Facebook Administrator - Phil Stott
Press/PR Officer - Teresa Cross

Club Regalia - Pat Longstaff
Social Secretaries - 

Eileen & Alan Smith Backfire Editor - Joe Gowland

DISCLAIMER 

Any views or opinions expressed in the NWCC newsletter do not necessarily represent those of 
the club, its officers or committee members. No responsibility can be accepted for inaccurate or 
misleading information within this newsletter.

Please note: The Third Party Liability Insurance, that the Club has taken, out only covers 
members when attending events that have been booked through the Club. For other events 
attended individually, please make sure that you are covered by your own insurance. 

spending thirty years in the environs of Hi All,
Edinburgh she was sold and moved 220 miles March is upon us and the time is close to be 
south to Stockport. Three owners for the next six thinking about getting our cars out of hibernation.
years, the last one only for six weeks!

 I know some of you are still working, completing 
The next owner Joe Burke - I bought the car those winter projects and we will be looking 

from his son - was the man who loved her the forward to seeing the fruits of your labours!
most. There was a rebuild over many, many, 

I see that quite a few of you have already signed years and even shipped to the United States and 
up for Club events. back, when Joe moved over there for a while. 

Yes this old lady has been around.Paul Birchall has submitted our applications for 
both the early and late Tatton Park Shows. If you Joe had owned the Austin longer than anyone, 
didn't get your name down and you would like to thirty-nine years. Jamie his son with whom I am 
go, please let me know, as sometimes there are in contact  said that he never remembered a time 
cancellations. when his Dad didn't have the car. He is looking 

for some more photos of when the car was in the Traditionally, Drive-it-Day is the start of the 
th States for the file. Yes it's going to take some 'season' on Sunday 24  of April but our friends at 

time to organise these papers into some St Helens C C A are having a get together a few 
semblance of order, but, Oh, so interesting!weeks earlier. The venue is the Stork Hotel, 

rdBillinge, Wigan WN5 7HA on the Sunday 3 . Just 
turn up before 11-30 am at the latest.

I have been occupying myself, not in the 
workshop but in my little office. The project is to 
sort out the boxes of paperwork that came with 
the 1948 Austin 16 I bought in November 2014.

 There are lots of random pieces of paper with 
snippets of information, letters, bills and 
'photostats' of documents to go through. I know, 
for some, owning the car is enough, and they're 
not so much interested in the history but, as the 
previous owner had gone to all that trouble, it 
seems rude not to sort it all out.  

Since 1948 the Austin has had 11 owners, 
including me, and I have all their names and the 
dates they were keeper. That includes a couple of 
them who never registered the car! Letters from 
previous owners and copies of documents from 
the DVLA have provided a complete time line 
from 1948 to now. 

The first was Sir William Rennie Booth Morren 
MVO CBE. He purchased the car when he was 
the Chief Constable of Edinburgh. 

In a letter I found from the Lothian and Borders 
police in 1984, the Deputy Chief Constable 
confirms the purchase of the Austin and that Sir 
William, who retired in 1955, kept the car until I am hoping I will be back with you all tonight, 
1972, when he gave up driving. complete with my new hip. I am now looking 

forward to this year's events.Over the next six years the car had three 
keepers, the last one only six weeks! So after Cheers Nigel!

,
CHAIRMANS CHATTER

th
Next Meeting: 12  April

1959 Chevrolet Impala, at Frodsham Rotary Club Show, July, 2015

REAR COVER

Top: Rover P5 3.5l v8 at Darersbury Show, July, 2015.

Lower: Riley Kestrel, at Frodsham Rotary Club Show, also July, 2015.

FRONT COVER

Orford Green, Warrington

Please remember to take your Club Membership Card with you in order to claim your discount

DRB CAR SPARES  A1MOTOR
STORES

cesuk
Car Parts, equipment and consumables. 

www.cesuk.com

or tel: 01244 377 118.  Quote account no: NWC003

COMMITTEE
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You may wish to sign this petition, it may be of Government responded
relevance to you.

Classic vehicles are an important part of 
Reinstate The 25-Year Rolling Road Tax the UK’s heritage. We already offer a 40 year 

Exemption rolling exemption. Around 10,000 classic 
vehicles each year become exempt, so owners The Tories promised to reinstate this when 
no longer have to pay VED.elected, but instead chose 40 years. Most 

working people are being priced out of classic 
cars, and this would help keep our hobby alive 

At 100,000 signatures...with the less well off.

At 100,000 signatures, this petition will be Sign this petition, visit:
considered for debate in Parliament

https://petition.parliament.uk/petitions/119497

For more information 
about this charity to 
raise living standards of 
children in Third World 
countries, 

see Sue Thomas 

or visit: 
www.marysmeals.org

Hi Folks 

Thanks to all you lovely folk who raised an 
amazing £94 at the Feb meeting. You are a such 
generous crowd and Mary's Meals is now able to 
feed even more children at school.

Thanks again xxx 

luv Sue x 

EVENTSThank You
Mary’s Meals, Thank you for your donation Sue Thomas

VED exemption Petition

Day End Date Event Location

Sat/Sun19/20 March Seagrave event, Kings Gardens, Southport

Sun 17 April Spring car event, 
Museum of Road Transport Tolver St., St Helens

Sat 23 April Mansion House show The Mansion House St Helens

Sun 24 April Drive It Day

Mon 2 May Culcheth village carnival Culcheth village centre

Sat 14 May Earlestown town centre Earlestown town centre

Sat/Sun 4/5 June Tatton Park Classic Car Show

Sat 11 June Hale Carnival  Hale Village, near John Lennon airport

Sat/Sun 25/26 June Kelsall Steam Rally

Sun 26 June Lymm Transport Festival

Sun 3 July Stockton Heath Carnival To be confirmed

Sun 3 July Lydiate classic car and bike show Lydiate community centre,Maghull

Sat 9 July Daresbury Laboratory open day Daresbury, nr Warrington.

Sat/Sun 9/10 July Cheshire Steam Fair,  Daresbury, nr Warrington.

Sat/Sun 16/17 July Speke Hall Classic Car Show nr Liverpool John Lennon airport

Sat/Sun 16/17 July Manchester Aviation & Transport 
Show Manchester Airport Aviation Park

Sat 6 August Newton town show Mesnes Park Newton-le-Willows

Sat/Sun20/21 August Tatton Park Classic Car Show

Sun 28 August Ormskirkmotorfest Ormskirk town centre

Sat 3 September Phoenix classic car show Clock Face Hotel St Helens

Sun 4 September St. Rocco's Classic Show, United Utilities,Lingley Mere, W/ton

Sat 10 September St Helens town centre show Church Square, St Helens

Sun 11 September Walton Hall country fayre Walton Hall Warrington

Tue 11 October An evening with Fuzz Townsend Penketh Conservative Club, 
Meeting Lane, Penketh, Warrington WA5 2BG

Events which NWCC organise, or are heavily involved with, are shaded blue above, others 
whish NWCC support have a grey shade.

If you attend, or have attended, an event that you think would be of interest to members, don’t 
forget to get in touch with either of our Events team, details on the inside front cover, or do so 
from the Club website Events page. 

If you’ve enjoyed it, or even if you think it’s not worth attending, I’m sure Club members would 
appreciate your views.

Please remember to visit the Club’s website for a more comprehensive listing, including entry 
forms for some events, at:

http://www.northwestcasualclassics.com/zuzz/eventspage.xhtml?ac=133838826034300

Mary’s Meals’ school feeding programme essential educational items - always leaves me 
continues to serve hope during such a critical speechless and they are often met with stunned 
period and our backpack distributions also silence from the children too. But this soon 
continue across Malawi. Being there to witness transforms into ecstatic excitement filled with 
these distributions of school bags - packed with laughter, dancing and singing.

Mary’s Meals Backpack Project

Petitions

UK Government and Parliament
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Igniting your ambitionsThe vital spark
So, to paraphrase the words of Monty Python, The ‘switching’ was originally carried out by a 

"What have Michael Faraday, Joseph Henry, moving magnet(s), usually attached to the 
Heinrich Lenz, James Clerk Maxwell and crankshaft, this system is a magneto. Probably 
Charles Kettering and ever done for us?" the earliest example is in the Lanchester Motor 

Car Number Two (below). All the above were involved in understanding, 
popularising and quantifying the phenomenon 
we now know as electromagnetic induction, 
where an electrical current can be produced in a 
wire, simply by the movement of a nearby 
magnetic field.

In 1831, Michael Faraday (left), 
and, a year later Joseph Henry 
(right), independent 
o f  each o ther 's  
e f f o r t s ,  b o t h  
published papers 
d e s c r i b i n g  t h e  

discovery of electromagnetic 
induction.

Heinrich Lenz (right) in 1834, 
describes "flux through the circuit", 
and descr ibes  a  law tha t  
determines the direction of the 
induced voltage and current.

James Clerk Maxwell (left) put the 
phenomenon into numerical form in 
1862. You don't want to see, or have 
explained, Maxwell's equations - 
trust me!

Further developments in understanding 
suggested that the moving magnetic field could 
be better created by a switched electric current, 

Magnetos work better at higher engine which caused the induced current to be of a 
speeds, but are less reliable at low speeds and greater value, since a collapsing electromagnetic 
at starting.field moves much quicker than any moving 

permanent magnet.

So, why is this important to us? 

Well, apart from electro-mechanical uses of the 
phenomenon, in the forms of motors and 
generators, the mechanism of electromagnetic 
induction also underpins modern society’s abilty 
to generate, transmit and distribute electricity - 
apparently something we rely on rather heavily 
these days.

But, as classic car owners, we also rely heavily 
on Faraday's discovery, since the electro-
magnetic induction coil is the generator of the 
high voltages our vehicles need for ignition of the 
compressed fuel-air mixture in petrol engines.

A later development employed a system similar 
to an electric buzzer, or trembler, to provide the 
switching, but it was a low-voltage system, found 
principally on the Model T Ford (below).

the tiny electronic voltages and currents used 
must be amplified (by an ignition amplifier, 
below, left) in order to adequately stimulate the 
coil. Ignition coils were also 'beefed up' to 
provide a better spark from the, now higher Subsequently, a switched system was evolved 
power switched signals.(the contact-breaker, driven from the crank or 

camshaft) and to avoid burn-out of the switch Today, the switching is usually provided by the 
contacts, an electrolytic capacitor is used to store car's engine control unit (e.c.u.), but the good old 
current until it is leaked away. Using this i g n i t i o n  c o i l  
increases the duration of the spark, but also limits (electromagnetic 
arcing at the points, reducing burning and induction coil) is 
increasing the life of the points switch. still present in 

petrol-engined This system was designed by 
cars, even if the Charles Kettering, of the Dayton 
coils are now Engineering Laboratories Co. 
‘either ‘double-(DELCO) and was first used in the 
e n d e d ’  w i t h  1910 Cadillac (facing column) and 
wasted sparks to we will all be familiar with it, even to 
i m p r o v e  this day.
emissions, or as 

The contact-breaker switching 
e v e n  m o r e  

system survived for a long time in 
expensive ‘coil-

production cars, eventually to be 
on-plug’ variants.

superseded by electronically-
So, I guess we do owe a big thank you to those triggered switches, be they 

early pioneers then!magnetic, infra-red or optical, but 

Above and below: 1910 Cadillac

Model T Ford’s ‘tumbler’ ignition packModel T Ford’s ‘tumbler’ ignition pack
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