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Chairman’s Word
COMMITTEE

Aloha!!! to all Members,

Chairman
John Greatbanks
01925 837970

Well my Friends, once again the AGM is upon us and it
doesn't seem anything like 12 months since I took on the
post as your Club Chairman because Dave Espley had too
many commitments but I have enjoyed myself from Day
1, this Club is without doubt the Friendliest and most
Member Supportive I have ever known, which certainly
lives up to its' title of THE NORTH WEST CASUAL
CLASSICS CAR CLUB, of which, I for one am proud to
be a Member. Our Club is only as good as its' Membership and may I take a moment to congratulate the very
fine Committee who have assisted me in the general running of our Club this last year, Thank you all !!!.

Vice-Chairman
Russ Hadfield
0161 7760639
Treasurer
Rob Smith
01925 723243
Events
Maria McPartand
01925 245499
maria.mcpartland
@tiscali.co.uk

Newsletter
Steve Tanser
2 Rowan Close
Great Sankey
Warrington
WA5 3BH
01925 727120
steve.tanser@sky.com

Please don't forget that your Membership Subscriptions
are due for paying at our January meeting which will be
on Tuesday the 13th and your promptness will be very
much appreciated by our Treasurer Rob Smith,( as he has
to put a deposit on his round the world holiday Ha! Ha!).
Finally; may I wish you all a Very Happy Christmas and
a Prosperous New Year, ( I have had my best Christmas
present which was unleaded petrol down from £5 a gallon
to £4, so now I can go out twice a week to Asda, Ha!
Ha!).

Web Site

Wagons Roll !!!!

Social Secretary
Dave Espley
01925 724006

Mike Bennett
mike@patcomsys.com

Your Friendly Neighbourhood Chairman
John Wayne Greatbanks
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A Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year to all members
from your committee.

Next Meeting January 13th
Deadline for inclusion in next issue January 6th
DISCLAIMER
Any views or opinions expressed in the NWCC newsletter do not necessarily
represent those of the club, its officers or committee members. No responsibility
can be accepted for inaccurate or misleading information within this newsletter,
but every effort will be made to verify, wherever practical, beforehand.
Please note: The third party liability insurance which the
club has taken out only covers members
when attending events which have been
booked through the club. For other events
attended individually, please make sure you
are covered by your own insurance.
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BITS & PIECES
Vehicle liquid disposal
A recent article in Classic Car
Weekly about waste vehicle liquids is, I think, worth repeating
here just to make sure none of us
are committing an offence.
Old oil must be disposed of at a
dedicated oil disposal point; pouring it down the drain is illegal. The
nearest place to our NWCC base
is at the council reclamation centre
at Sankey Bridges. They will also
take the old filter and you can
leave the oil container with them
too. To find one closer to you go to
www.oilbankline.org.uk. All types
of oil can be disposed of this way
including gearbox oil and brake
fluid, although brake fluid can be
used for brush cleaning first.
Anti-freeze (engine coolant) is not
oil so you can’t dispose of it at the
oil bank. You can, however, pour
it down a drain, but only if the
drain passes through a water treatment work. If it goes straight into a
watercourse then this would be illegal. The safest way would be to
flush it down the toilet.
Scrap values
Good news for anyone with a restoration project/ parts car on their
drive. You probably haven’t been

sleeping well lately thinking you
may wake up one morning to find
the car has been stolen by low
lives looking to weigh it in for
scrap. Well, worry no more. Scrap
values have tumbled recently from
£180 - £200 per tonne earlier this
year to around £10 per tonne now.
It may even drop lower that soon.

Road tax refund
From January there will be a
change in the rules governing
claiming road tax refunds.
Only the registered keeper, or last
registered keeper, will be able to
claim a refund. Those who only
keep a vehicle briefly, e.g. Motor
traders, will no longer be able to
get money back. So you may find
that you’ll be buying cars from
dealers with tax still on them in the
future.
Yellow headlights
Did you know that the reason the
French had yellow headlights was
because during WW2, the French
government feared an invasion so
they passed a law to make all
French cars fit yellow bulbs or
lenses. Therefore any car showing white lights must be an invader
and was libel to be shot at. They
were outlawed in 1993 to meet EU
type approval.
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Oulton Park
Gold Cup
A new venue
and a new experience for the
club this year
was classic motor racing. The
Oulton Park
Gold Cup meeting on the August bank
holiday weekend
proved to be a
very popular and
enjoyable event.
The Gold Cup is
held every August Bank Holiday and includes
some very exciting racing. If
you’ve ever
thought that
drivers would be
taking it easy in
their classic machines, then dispel that from
your mind.
These guys are
out to win.
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by Steve Tanser
Pictures by Steve Marran
and Steve Tanser
Jill and I went to the Gold Cup a couple
of years ago and noticed the displays of
classic car clubs over-looking the Cascades complex and wondered if we could
get NWCC in. After bringing it up at a
meeting, Maria and Mike contacted the
circuit and got us accepted with free passes.
We arrived in convoy on the first day to
find we could park virtually track side.
Actually we were almost one short as one
member put diesel in his tank instead of
petrol (you know who you are John), but
he made it there ok. The second day we
were displaced by the Mini Owners Club,
but we were only a few yards further
down the line.
Cascades is one of the best places to view
the racing though you are free to walk
around virtually wherever you want.
Walking through the paddock area is fascinating where you can get up close and
personal to the cars. You can even wander
around the pits to see the teams working
on the cars.
Some of the races are part of national series so the competition is very close.
There are normal racing events and endurance events requiring driver changes;
though these take some effort to work out
the car positions.
All in all this is an excellent weekend and
I for one hope this will be a regular club
event

CLUB EVENTS
2008
Dec 26th - Lymm Steam

2009
Jan 31st - Club meal

Steve Marran says he wants this
tax disk. I think we all do mate.

Is Jim and Maria’s Camper Van
conversion based on the design
above ?

CLUB DISCOUNTS

Orford Green, Warrington

ANDREW PAGE
Lilford Street, Warrington. Ask for Simon

Alpha1Autos
U2 Priestly Street, Warrington. Discount card required
Please remember to take your club membership card with
you in order to claim your discount
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nearly 11.5 million cattle in the
UK alone. So from the 10 kg of
methane per Ermintrude theory,
Global Warming
this equates to 115,000 tonnes if
methane given off. If you think of
Have you ever stopped to think
all the world’s cattle, reckoned to
about all this Global Warming mabe in the region of 1.5 billion then
larky? It appears that humans crethat really builds up to one bl**dy
ate only 6% of global warming
great mega-fart.
gases, with the rest coming from
the seas, plants, etc and even
It is reckoned to be so serious that
cow/sheep farts. Yes you read it
scientists in Argentina have started
correctly !! Cow and Sheep farts –
collecting cow burps/farts in a
good old Ermintrude!!
plastic tank to analyse the emissions (see picture on previous
Now as a nation, the UK produces
page), as they believe that it acabout 4% of global warming gases,
counts for 30% of all the Argie’s
therefore that’s 4% of 6% =
global warming emissions. This
0.0024%.
came from an article in the Daily
The good old US of A and China
Telegraph in July this year.
each produce 25% of the 6%, so
The Independent back in 2006 rebetween them they create a total of
ported that 18% of greenhouse
3%
gases came from livestock, more
than cars, planes and other transSo we are being taxed to the hilt to
portation all together.
save a poxy fraction of 0.0024%.

Russ’s Rants

Going back to Ermintrude the cow,
she and all her mates produce a
significant 10kgs of methane per
cow per year. Now using data extracted from a kiddies animal farm
chart (audience reckoned to be of
3-4 years old,
so has to be
reliable data!!)
it says that
there are
6
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So next time you go to throw away
a cork from your bottle of plonk,
stop, and stick it up a cow’s a**e
and save the planet!!

Thanks to John Pankhurst for
sending the pictures of the Sutton
Fields Rotary Show opposite.

Sutton Fields
Rotary Show
by Steve Tanser
Pictures by John Pankhurst
For Jill and I this was a first visit
to Sutton Fields. We couldn’t
make it last year, but we enjoyed
this charity show on the outskirts
of Runcorn.
We met a few members at our
usual meeting place at Morrisons
and went in convoy, arriving to
find more members already there
lined up. Parking opposite them we
were able to erect the gazebo between the cars and were soon settled down.
To everyone’s pleasure, we found
that exhibitors were allowed a
ticket for a free coffee and a bacon
butty in the cafe, so that was the
first port of call. Outside of the
cafe building you can find a
putting green and animal enclosures which keep the kids amused
for a while.
There are the usual tombola and
charity stalls to wander around as
well as the car displays, which included general classics, Americans
and specials (customised).
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