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COMMITTEE
Chairman - Nigel France
chairman@northwestcasualclassics.com
Vice-Chairman - Kenny Jackson
vicechairman
@northwestcasualclassics.com
Treasurer - Rob Smith
member@northwestcasualclassics.com

Newsletter - Steve Tanser
01925 727120 steve.tanser@sky.com
Web Site - Mike Bennett
webmaster@northwestcasualclassic.com
Member Vehicles - Joe Gowland
joegowland@lineone.net

Ferry Show

Events - Ian Trimble
events@northwestcasualclassics.com

CLUB DISCOUNTS

Next Meeting
12th November

Car Parts, equipment and consumables. www.cesuk.com
or tel: 01244 377 118. Quote account no. NWC003

Orford Green, Warrington
Please remember to take your club membership card with
you in order to claim your discount
DISCLAIMER
Any views or opinions expressed in the NWCC newsletter do not necessarily
represent those of the club, its officers or committee members. No responsibility
can be accepted for inaccurate or misleading information within this newsletter,
Please note: The third party liability insurance which the club has taken out only
covers members when attending events which have been
booked through the club. For other events attended individually,
please make sure you are covered by your own insurance.
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Chairman’s Chatter
Hi all,
Sorry I’m not with you tonight as Anne and I are in the
Cotswolds for a little break. My search for a replacement
grille for the SS has so far been fruitless, although expectations have been raised on a few occasions these have been
cruelly dashed! My enquiries have however taken me to a
contact in Peterbourgh, where a scrapyard closed in the 90’s
had lots of it’s contents moved to some warehousing and
most of the stock available is 60’s + 70’s but some older
stuff is present. Telephone Will on 07891 511950 (on holiday at the mo) mention (Yours Truly) and NWCC. You may, or may not wonder why
the Cotswolds? Well the Jaguar Spares Day is on while we are down there, what a coincidence!!!
After the merriment caused by my unfortuate episode with the Stag radiator I can inform Club Members that the item is now repaired and back in the engine bay. The
guys at B + J Radiators (0161 799 6210) were more sympathetic than you lot, soon
had it repaired, repainted + and even put me a draining tap on. The tap, I found is essential to drain the liquid gold that is the Evans Waterless Coolant! Anyway, the rads
back and it’s all up and running, ( the car not the E W C ) !
Those of you who didn’t go to the North West Vintage Rally in Widnes, you missed a
real treat! The weather was superb. Saturday was well supported by both exhibitors
and visitors alike. NWCC fielded about 10/12 cars on Saturday but on Sunday we had
a very respectable 15. The best Fish + Chips are available, not on the field but across
the road. ( I didn’t find out that untill it was too late ).
With the end of Season almost upon us, my mind wanders toward the list of jobs to be
done on the Stag over the winter months. Two areas of the dreaded rust need some attention, a new windscreen is also on the cards as the present one is very scratched and
I think the glass seal is responsable for the damp carpet. The fabric roof requires some
work to make it fit properly. Then there’s the hardtop I bought, that’s in for a refurb.
So much to do before the Boxing Day gathering at The Jolly Thresher in Lymm.
I haven’t had a multitude of Members beating a path to my door regrding the vacancy
at the helm of the Fiddlers Ferry Show. We will need a ‘Driver’ for this Event or a
team to navigate this event to another successfull conclusion. We have a large club
please come forward and step up to the plate.
Cheers Nigel

Backfire October 2013

3

Bits ‘n Pieces
For club polo/sweat shirts contact Kosi Kare
and ask for Mel. Tell her your a member of
NWCC and choose which design you want.
Standard club colours are blue or white but
you can have the club logo on any colour, eg:
to match your car. Contact Kosi Kare on
01942 323868.
For other products you can shop online at
www.kosikare.co.uk/.
For more information of this charity to raise
living standards of children in third world
countries see Sue Thomas or go to
www.marysmeals.org

Thanks to Phil Stot for posting this reproduction of Classic Car Weekly’s report on your
favourite magazine.
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Thanks to all who bought raffle
tickets at the last raffle for Mary’s
Meals. Total collected was £56
with Jill & Steve Tanser winning
the draw.
Sue Thomas
Thanks to Nigel France for this
month’s Backside picture of Mkll,
Mklll and MklV Zephyrs and Zodiacs, with a Mkl Cortina sneaking
in.
Hi Ian,
Just a quick email to say a big thank
you and the car club members for attending the Macmillan Family Fun
Day at Hope Farm Riding School on
August 26th.
I am sorry I didn't make it over to
your stand to say thank you in person,
I was trapped behind the Tombola!
Together, I think we made a great day
and raised much needed cash for Macmillan in the North West.
Hope to see you next year.
Many thanks to all concerned,
Fran Lloyd.

Oct 20th - Child of Hale

ing for someone
to take the helm.
If you think you
could do it, please
let us know.

Dec 26th - Lymm Steam

This year was
the 10th anniversary of our
own club show. Sue and Barry did a fantastic job at putting together what will be
their last year as organisers.
Almost one
hundred vehicles attended
and a nice
touch was a
marquee, left
up in the pub
garden from a
previous event,
where visiting organisations could erect
their displays. It’s just unfortunate that
two let us
down by not
turning up.
The show ran
like clockwork
and was very
popular with
the public who
turned out in
force, no doubt the good weather also had
something to do with that.
After the awards we had an extra award
for Sue for all the hard work putting on the
show. As mentioned earlier, she won’t be
able to carry on any longer so we are look-

Three very worthy
winners and a special
award.
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Tracking Your Car
You’ve probably read about the increase
in the theft of classic cars and, at the last
couple of meetings, we have discussed the
subject with Rob bringing in a tracking
device he bought; but more of that later.
For some time now there has been tracking services available for a price. Such
companies as Tracking My Car
(www.trackingmycar.co.uk) will fit a device to your car which will pin-point the
vehicle’s location if it is stolen. They
charge from £170 for fitting the device
plus £149 as an annual subscription. If
you want it internet enabled or access via
an app., the installation rises to £199 and
£299 respectively. This is probably ok if
you own an Aston Martin or Ferrari, but
it’s a bit expensive for the more down to
earth classic owner. There are other tracking companies out there if do an on-line
search.
Another option became available with the
rise in mobile phone use. Using either a
cheap, basic mobile, or an old one after
you’ve upgraded, place the phone in the
car, switched on, and buy tracking credits
for £20 to Followus
(www.followus.co.uk), which allows you
forty tracks, and is substantially cheaper
than the first option. If the car is then stolen you can find the location of the phone
on your computer. You can also add an
unlimited number of phones to be tracked.
At our last meeting Rob Smith brought in
a device he had bought from Amazon.
The device is a ‘GPS Car Tracker with
GPRS and Vehicle Theft Protection System’. This is described as ‘the ultimate
safety device for your car’ and its features
include:a TXT message of current lati-
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tude, longitude, speed, and time,
as well as an Internet map link to
your cellphone.

the preset scope, it will send an
SMS alarm to the authorized
phone numbers.

tracker can warm you with SMS
message when the vehicle starts
to move from a stationary status,
or when the vehicle is moving
faster than a preset speed.

an SMS message to the tracker to
cut off the gas and battery power, so the engine will remain in
an immobilized state until your
remove the alarm status.
A SIM card needs to be inserted into the
unit, which can be either pay-as-you-go or
contract and it is then wired into the car’s
electrical system. According to customer
reviews, if you can fit a stereo system and
send SMS messages on your mobile
phone and set passwords you should be
able to fit and set up the system. There are
a number of sellers offering the device on
Amazon costing from £30 to £33 and
some have free delivery.
So, there are options to protect your car
over and above the standard
alarm/immobiliser. These options probably come into their own if you keep your
classic in a place away from your home,
eg: a lock-up, where you would not be
able to hear an alarm.

Speke Hall
Held over
two days,
Speke Hall
was a new
event for
this year with big plans of a large
scale family weekend of entertainment. A field was mown to give a
clear, flat
area for the
show which,
apart from
the classic
cars, included lots
of craft stalls, a marquee for musical
entertainment and,
most important, a bacon
butty van.
Being local,
Ian Trimble, ably assisted by Kenny
Jackson volunteered to plan the car
show part of
the event
and a great
job they
made of it.
For a first

time event
the field was
just about full
with a great
variety of
classics.
A welcome
concession
was free entry to the
house and
grounds all
over the
weekend. Sunday’s attractions included a soft rock band and folk singers; an area
in front of
the show
marquee being left free
for people to
chill out and enjoy the music.
An excellent weekend for a first
event and one, I’m sure, will get better in future.
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Backside
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