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COMMITTEE

Events Secretary - Situation Vacant

Chairman - Nigel France
07932 057570

Vice-Chairman/Events - Kenny Jackson
Treasurer/Membershp - Steve Tanser

Club Show Organiser - Colin Dowling
Webmaster - Mike Bennett
Facebook Administrator - Phil Stott

Press/PR Officer - Teresa Cross
Social Secretaries - Eileen & Alan Smith

Club Regalia - Pat Longstaff
Backfire Editor - Joe Gowland

Club clothing.
If you need any clothing with Club logos, then do speak to Pat Longstaff, she'll 'see you right'.
DISCLAIMER
Any views or opinions expressed in the NWCC newsletter do not necessarily represent those of
the club, its officers or committee members. No responsibility can be accepted for inaccurate or
misleading information within this newsletter.
Please note: The Third Party Liability Insurance, that the Club has taken, out only covers
members when attending events that have been booked through the Club. For other events
attended individually, please make sure that you are covered by your own insurance.
Car Parts, equipment and consumables.
www.cesuk.com

ces uk

or tel: 01244 377 118. Quote account no: NWC003

DRB CAR SPARES A1

MOTOR
STORES

Orford Green, Warrington

Please remember to take your Club Membership Card with you in order to claim your discount

FRONT COVER

Top: 1928 Renault NN1 9/15 H.P Coupe, Lower: 1927 Crossley 20.9 tourer both at Speke Hall,
June 2014

REAR COVER
Michael Upton's 1959 Austin Healey Sprite Mk1, Blakemere Craft Village, Drive it Day, April 2017
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Next Meeting: 9th January

Backfire

CHAIRMAN,S CHATTER
Hi All,
Well 'It's all over bar the shouting' as my Dad
used to say. 2017 has been a great year for North
West Casual Classics, with more events, more
Facebook members, more Trophies, more cars,
more Club Members and of course more fun! As a
club, we have helped raise thousands of pounds
for worthy charities across our region, as well as
our own charities, The Joshua Tree and Mary's
Meals, so I thank you all for that.
In February, NWCC will host its first TROPHY
NIGHT, so we can recognise our winners
throughout 2017. This will be held on our usual
Club night on 13th February starting a little earlier
than usual at 7.30pm. If you have been a winner
during 2017 you will receive a notification, so you
can bring your cup, trophy, beaker, etc, for us all
to see. We will also be awarding some other
awards too, including a Club Members' Trophy. I
am hoping that Fuzz Townsend will be able to join
us on the night, so fingers crossed!
Our final jaunt of the year is of course the Lymm
Boxing Day Steam Gathering. For those of you
who know little of this event, it is an annual get
together for all sorts of transport; from traction
engines to classic cars. There are two pubs
involved, the Wheatsheaf and the Jolly Thresher,
which are about half a mile apart. The starting
time is around 10am at either pub but we usually
meet at the Jolly Thresher. I have booked for
some of us to eat at the Barn Owl by the canal at
1pm, so if you would like to join us please book in
tonight (11th December).
I am wondering if I should write this down, but I
think the Stag is finally running! Typing this with
crossed fingers isn't easy, but I think a necessary
evil. The fact is that I still haven't driven it more
than around the block. After the problems with the
cracked cylinder head were fixed an electrical
gremlin put its head above the parapet.
Unfortunately, we never really found out what this
was, (it wouldn't start) but now it's running again.
Simon is going to help refit the hardtop so, you
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never know, Anne and me might be in it on
Boxing Day!
The Austin is enjoying some TLC, a new
gasket on the steering box is ensuring that the oil
stays where I put it! I've had a clean up under the
bonnet, because after overfilling the radiator, it
proceeded to eject the surplus coolant all over
the engine etc. As I reported in last month's
'Chatter' the front seats need re-upholstering.
The leather has dried somewhat and, although I
had them patched last year, the old leather is just
too brittle and the stitching is tearing through. I
am still looking for a sensible quote for recovering both of them.
So it's 'Goodbye' 2017, I've enjoyed being
chairman again and thanks to our fabulous
committee and you, our equally fabulous
members I can say with confidence that;
North West Casual Classics is The North
West's leading Classic Vehicle Club.
I wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a
Happy and Heathy New Year

Cheers, Nigel
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NWCC-organised events:
a
Post Christmas Meal, Widnes
b
Drive it Day, Cheshire
c
Hale Village Carnival and annual NWCC Car Show
d
Veterans' Garage Anglo-American Transport Rally
e
End of year Club drive, Cheshire
f
Jolly Thresher Boxing Day gathering/NWCC meal
NWCC Club attendance at other events:
a
St. Helens Transport Museum Spring Show
b
Ford SVOC spring event, Rainford
c
St. Helens CCCA Spring Show, Billinge
d
Mansion House Annual Show, St. Helens
e
Culcheth Community Day
f
Earlestown town-centre Show
g
Tatton Park
h
Lymm Transport Festival
i
Frodsham Rotary Club Annual Charity Show
j
Newton Town Show
k
Vista Road Car Display, Newton-le-Willows
l
Tatton Park
m
Phoenix Classic Car Club Annual Show, St. Helens
n
St. Helens town-centre
o
Walton Annual Fayre, Warrington
p
Wirral Tram & Bus, Birkenhead
q
Polymicrogyria and Joshy Charity gathering, Hale
r
Heritage Vehicle Day, Irlam Station
NWCC Members attendance at even more events:
a
New Year's Day meeting, Wrightington
b
Wirral Classic Car Club, Clatterbridge
c
Ashley Hall Traction Engine Rally
d
Lydiate Classic Car Show
e
Cheshire Steam Fair, Daresbury
f
Blakemere Show
g
Southport
h
Midland Marques, St. Helens
i
Northwich Festival
j
Oulton Park Gold Cup, Little Budworth
k
Manchester Classic Car Show, Event City
l
Leyland
m
High Legh
n
The Elephant Classic Show, Shavington
o
Winsford
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Day
Tue

Upcoming events

Date Event
Location
26/12 Jolly Thresher Boxing Day gathering/NWCC meal
Jolly Thresher, Lymm/
The Barn Owl, Agden Wharf, Warrington Lane, Lymm.
A13 0SW
Mon
1/1 Cornerhouse Pub, Wrightington 9 Wood Lane, Wrightington, WiganWN6 9SE
Sun
21/1 NWCC Post Christmas Meal, Everglades Hotel, Derby Road, WidnesWA8 3UJ
Tue
13/2 NWCC Club Night
Awards Evening,
Sun
22/4 Drive it Day 2018
Sun
6/5 St. Helens Transport Museum
Hall Street, St. Helens
WA10 1DU
Mon
7/5 Culcheth Carnival
Bank Holiday Monday
WA3 4ES
Sat/Mon 26-28/5 Chipping Steam Fair, Green Lane, Clitheroe
PR3 2TQ
Sun
27/5 The Cheshire Classic Car and Motorcycle Show
Capesthorne Hall, Siddington, Macclesfield, Cheshire,
SK11 9JY
Sun
27/5 The Pendle Powerfest, Nelson and Colne College, Barrowford,
BB9 7YT
Sat/Sun 2-3/6 Classic & Performance Car Spectacular, Tatton Park, Knutsford
WA16 6QN
Sat
9/6 Hale Carnival
NWCC Annual Show
L24 4EA
Sun
24/6 Lymm Historic Transport Day, Lymm
WA13 0JN
Sat/Sun 18-19/8 Passion For Power’ Classic Motor Show, Tatton Park, Knutsford WA16 6QN
Sat/Mon 25-27/8 The HSCC Oulton Park Gold Cup
Oulton Park, Liitle Budworth, Tarporley, Cheshire,
CW6 9BW
Sun
26/8 The Cheshire Classic Car and Motorcycle Show
Capesthorne Hall, Siddington, Macclesfield, Cheshire,
SK11 9JY
Events which NWCC organise, or are heavily involved with, are shaded blue above, others
which NWCC support have a grey shade.
If you attend, or have attended, an event that you think would be of interest to members, don’t
forget to get in touch with either of our Events team, details on the inside front cover, or do so
from the Club website Events page.
If you’ve enjoyed it, or even if you think it’s not worth attending, I’m sure Club members would
appreciate your views.
Please remember to visit the
Additionally, you can
Club’s website for a more compreview the latest from the
hensive listing, including entry forms
FBHVC (Federation of
for some events, by scanning the
British Historical Vehicle
QR code right, or by visiting our
Clubs) here:
http://www.fbhvc.co.uk/
website at:
http://www.northwestcasualclassics.com

Thank you

Thanks for all your support for Mary's meals you
raised an amazing £126 last Club night. Also
thanks to those who donated prizes.
Thanks again,
luv Sue xxx

For more information about
this charity to raise living
standards of children in Third
World countries, see
Sue Thomas
or visit:
www.marysmeals.org
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THEY BUILT IT TheMSELVES NUMBER 1:

Robbins' Hurricane

replaced the cast-iron exhaust manifold to get a
better gas flow.

A three-foot propeller shaft operated from the
flywheel.
In its finished form it weighed 7¾ cwt., was 5 ft.
wide and 10 ft. long. The two-bladed prop gave
110 lb. thrust at peak revs; this later being rep
laced by a four-blader - giving about twice the
thrust, but still only absorbing 28 bhp. out of the
43 bhp available.
Although the idea of a propeller-powered car is
not new, Clifford J. Robbins is probably the only
man in this country to produce a successful
version. His manufacturing methods will have an
instant appeal to all do-it-yourself motorists - for
he “made” his V4 engine by hacksawing a Ford
V8 engine in half
The cylinder blocks were sawn off just behind
the centre main bearing and a cover plate fitted to
the rear by 200 6BA studs tapped into the water
jacket edges.
The crankshaft was cut off behind the next
crankweb, and this was machined into a disc to
take the flywheel. The sump was moved forward
until the bell housing covered the lower half of the
flywheel; this also served as a rear engine
mounting and held the starter.
The camshaft had its middle cut out, the ends
tongued, grooved and brazed. The cams of the
last pair of pots operated the valves of the second
pair 180 degrees onlyto get smoother firing. The
inlet manifold was cut off and corks fitted into the
holes that once fed the rear cylinders. Steel tubes

Performance was 40 mpg, acceleration slow
up to 10 mph - but above this very good - and on
a speed test it showed no sign of falling off at 75
mph
Naturally, there is no engine braking effect to
speak of, so the wheel brakes have to be in
perfect condition at all times. The big advantage
claimed for the car is the fact that it has no
gearbox or clutch and is very quiet mechanically.

The designer could not interest a manufacturer
in his car - and so the Robbins' Hurricane has
now become part of the Raymond Way
collection.
As many members will know, this
year, the Club's adopted charity is 'The
Joshua Tree'.
Thus far, from a start in March, the
considerable efforts of the committee,
and of many other members of the
Club, have raised a total of £1,783.41.
SUPPORTING FAMILIES AFFECTED BY CHILDHOOD CANCER
Ed.

The Joshua Tree
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