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Chairman:Nigel France
07932 057570
chairman@northwestcasualclassics.com

Vice-Chairman & Events Management:Kenny Jackson
vicechairman@northwestcasualclassics.com

Treasurer & Membership Secretary:Steve Tanser

Events Secretary:Geoff Cross

Webmaster & Facebook Administrator:Phil Stott

Press & PR Officer:Bob Holder

Social Secretaries:Eileen & Alan Smith

Backfire Editor:Joe Gowland

Secretary:Teresa Cross

DISCLAIMER
Any views or opinions expressed in the NWCC newsletter do not necessarily represent those of
the club, its officers or committee members. No responsibility can be accepted for inaccurate or
misleading information within this newsletter.
Please note: The Third Party Liability Insurance, that the Club has taken, out only covers
members when attending events that have been booked through the Club. For other events
attended individually, please make sure that you are covered by your own insurance.

ces uk

Car Parts, equipment and consumables.
www.cesuk.com
or tel: 01244 377 118. Quote account no: NWC003

STORES
DRB CAR SPARES A1MOTOR

Orford Green, Warrington
Please remember to take your Club Membership Card with you in order to claim your discount

FRONT COVER
At the end of a successful weekend, where NWCC had a really impressive turnout, barges in the
‘Departure flotilla’ leave the Lymm Transport Festival, 24, 06, 2018.

REAR COVER
1988 Lamborghini Countach, Oulton Park Gold Cup, 27, 08, 2018
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Next Club night: 9th October

Backfire

CHAIRMAN,S CHATTER
Hi All,
To MOT or not to MOT? That is the question.
Most of you will know where I stand on this
issue, I am a fan of an MOT and always will be.
This is in my mind at the moment because I was
approached the other day at one of our soireés
and asked if anyone in our Club wanted to buy an
MGB?
My first thought was that why didn't he just
advertise it on the internet or one of the classic
papers? “It's a good car,” he enthused,
“Although it has a bit of rust in the usual
places.” “The usual places would mean the
tops of the rear wings and bottom of windscreen/front wing areas” I suggested. “Yes,”
he agreed. I enquired as to the underside,
“Solid,” he said. “MOT?” I enquired. “Doesn't
need one,” he said confidently. “Oh well that's
alright then, so you'll personally guarantee
that it's road-worthy?” His demeanour didn't
inspire me with confidence. “Is this a runner or
spares and repair?” was my next gambit, I was
assured it was a runner. I told him that I thought
that none of our members would buy a car without
an MOT, unless it was cheap or was for spares but would you?
For instance, if you were offered a five year old
Jag, book price, but with no MOT, would you part
with your hard earned? I think not.
In 1965 my dad bought his first new car, a Rover
2000. By 1970 the inner sills had completely
rotted out and needed extensive welding.
The '50's/'60's/'70's box section chassis rot out
from the inside and continue to do so even after a
repair, and so, without an annual test, who's
keeping an eye?
As things stand at the moment you can pull an
old car from a field, pump up the tyres, get it
running and driving and you're away. Buy some
insurance, drop a line to the DLVA to register it for
the road and no MOT and you've got a classic!
Also, you might like to consider who is more
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likely to be injured by a defective car, why us of
course! We mingle with Classic cars most
weekends in our season and we don't know
whether handbrakes pass muster, or that rusty
metal might be sticking out.
I have an APP on my phone called Total Car
Check, where anyone can check on a car's
history, mileage, MOT & advisories, Finance and
Insurance etc. Something with a mysterious
history will always be worth less than one with a
full and open past.
Of course, an MOT is not completely
exhaustive and things do get missed, but if they
do, then it's not down to you. You have a
document that says on that date your car was
inspected and was found to be roadworthy, also
you took due diligence and had it inspected.
If you had a claim against you and it was found
to be the fault of your car, without a current MOT
your Insurance Company could decide to step
away, leaving you to settle any claim. I can hear
the personal injury lawyers now “Hit by a Classic
Car you could be owed thousands.”
I hope that eventually we will return to all road
transport being independently inspected.
However, when that
comes to pass I predict
that hundreds of classic
cars will be scrapped, as
some of them will need
extensive repairs and the
owners will not be able to
afford them all at once.
That will be a great loss.
On the upside though,
those cars well kept and
inspected will be worth more.
It has to be said that £45 or thereabouts for an
inspector to check your car for safety and give
you a certificate to boot is a bit of a bargain.
Drive safely.
Nigel
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Out and about
Astle Park Traction Engine rally
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Out and about
Passion for Power, Tatton Park

September 2018

5

Out and about

St. Helens Town Square

Bents Garden Centre
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Upcoming events
Day
Date Event
Location
Sat-Sun 15-16/9 RAF Burtonwood Nostalgic Weekend
WA5 0YZ
Sat-Sun 15-16/9 Manchester Classic Car Show, Event City
M41 7TB
Sun
16/09 Irlam Station Heritage Vehicle Show, Irlam Station
M44 5AB
Sat-Sun 22-23/9 High Legh Garden Centre show High Legh Garden Center
WA16 0QW
Sun
23/9 SHCCA Stag Hotel Show
Stag Hotel, Garswood
WN4 0SD
Sat-Sun 29-30/9 North West Vintage Rally
Victoria Park Widnes
WA8 7SX
Sun
7/10 Wirral Tram Show
Woodside Ferry
CH41 6DU
Sun
14/10 Late Drive It Day
Sat
21/10 Child of Hale Charity Show
L24 4AX
Sun
4/11 St. Helens Transport Museum
Hall Street, St. Helens
WA10 1DU
Wed
26/12 Lymm Steam Gathering + Meal
WA13 0RN
At time of publication, these are all the events we know of for this year! We don’t support all, but
members have positive reports of each of these in the past.
Events which NWCC organise, or are heavily involved with, are shaded blue above, others
which NWCC support have a grey shade.
Please remember to visit the Club’s
website for a more comprehensive
listing, including entry forms for some
events, by scanning the QR code
right, or by visiting our website at:
http://www.northwestcasualclassics.online/wp

Additionally, you can
view the latest from the
FBHVC (Federation of
British Historical Vehicle
Clubs) here:
http://www.fbhvc.co.uk/

Thank you
The Club’s chosen charity this year is St. Rocco’s Hospice. At
each meeting members and non-members contribute to the Club’s
Charity Appeal.
After all the events in August and early September, the Grand
Total now stands at: £1,434.72

ST. ROCCO’S
HOSPICE

Thank you
The August Club meeting raffle income was
donated to the Club’s St. Rocco’s Appeal funds.
Things will return to ‘status quo’ soon, so don’t
forget Mary’s Meals in the meantime, we’ll be back!
Ed.

mary’s

meals
a simple solution
to world hunger
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For more information about
this charity to raise living
standards of children in Third
World countries, see Sue
Thomas
or visit:
www.marysmeals.org
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