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Welcome to our new members:
Stephen Brandreth, Warrington (Cortina 1600E)
Mark Bryant, Liverpool (Mini)
Ross Collins, Hale Village
Peter Fields, Ellesmere Port
Neil Gilbody, Burtonwood
John Johnson, Worsley, Manchester
Barry McGuire, Liverpool
Barry McIlveen, Warrington

Anthony McLean, (Lotus Excel)
Stephen Percival, Ellesmere Port
Ken Rose, Warrington
Tony Standish, St. Helens
Paul Tubby, Fallowfield, Manchester
Alan Walsh, Liverpool
Returning member
Daniel Cooper, (Austin A35)

Let’s make them all very welcome to our Club.
FRONT COVER: Kerr Stuart & Co. No. 2405 (1915) ‘Joffre’, narrow gauge steam loco at the
West Lancashire Light Railway, Hesketh Bank, on Drive it Day, 28, 04, 2019. 2019

REAR COVER: 1968 Singer Vogue, based on the Rootes ’Arrow’ platform, at the Kelsall
Steam Rally, 25, 06, 2016
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Next Club night: 11th June
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CHAIRMAN,S CHATTER
Hi All,
The season is under way!
With Drive-it-Day, St Helens Bus Museum and
Culcheth Carnival under our belts it's downhill to
Christmas!
Although we have some other gigs, first I have
to remind you all that BEFORE our next meeting it
is our ANNUAL SHOW (8th June before 1030am).
There’s no need to say how important this event
is to our Club and I hope as many of you that can
attend, do so.
We have over one hundred and forty paid up
members, so we alone should be able to put on a
great spectacle but, other clubs also want to climb
aboard.
Kenny will put out a sheet tonight to give us an
idea how many of you can make it.
Don't forget to tell your friends to come.
We need a good turnout.
There will be trophies, of course, so please
make it a date!
We will, of course need Marshals, so if you can
help for a while, Kenny will have a sheet for that
as well!
On 2nd July the PRACTICAL CLASSICS (PC)
Team will be visiting us, at RAF Burtonwood, to
assess whether we are to be the Best British
Classic Car Club. We need as many members to
be there as possible.
Starting at 4pm until 8pm, there will be a chance
to get your car photographed and maybe featured
in PC.
I know many will not be able to come until after
work, but that's fine. I have sent a letter out to all
members, but if you haven't received yours
there's a copy on the notice-board.
I have been looking at the Strombergs on the
Stag because the newness is beginning to wear
off!
Having looked at other Stags I see that there is
a Weber conversion available (Stagweber see it
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on You Tube), which looks fairly easy to fit!
So, to that end I've ordered a kit.
It comes with a twin choke carb, a mounting
plate, the associated clips and hoses and an
airbox with hopefully an air filter.
Watch this space.
I've also decided to remove the rear seats!
Back in the day when you bought an XJS you
could specify either the rear seats or a luggage
platform, I have designed and made one for the
Stag!
It needs carpeting and so on, but it's looking
good.
The reason for all this is because at events I
tend to bring a lot of Club stuff with me and the
leather on the back seats is getting spoiled.

Nigel from the workshop will be taking the
shock absorbers off the Austin soon, I am hoping
they just need a top up and then it should handle
a bit better.
It is lovely to drive but boy do you have to
concentrate!
Cheers Nigel
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Committee cars

My first vehicle was a Ford Thames 307E 5cwt
van. It was a 'scrap yard special' well, I was a
student at the time and it was always going to be a
'work-horse'. I fitted the rear drop-down seats
from a Ford Squire and that van served me very
well, throughout the college years, until I bought
my first car, once I’d been teaching for a few
months. I lived in 'digs' at the time, and had no
garage or working facilities, so maintenance was
always a challenge.
Once I'd earned a little bit of money, I bought a
Hillman Imp Super, as I
only needed a small car
and didn't like Mini's (and
still don't!) besides which,
the Imp was far more
'interesting'.
Well, it was for all of four
weeks, at which point a
laden, brakeless, 12-wheel
tipper lorry used it as a
'braking aid' resulting in the
car being written off.
Undeterred, and with
quite a few spare Imp bits, I
bought another Imp, which
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Joe Gowland (Backfire editor)

I owned for a number of
years.
In 1971, an ex-college
mate of mine, also from the
North East, persuaded me
to book a visit around the
Clan Crusader factory in
Washington Co. Durham,
so, during the next holiday,
off we went whilst I was on
a 'home visit' to the North
East.
Clan Crusaders were
some of the last cars to be
made during the era when,
if the car was sold as a kit
of parts to be assembled after purchase, no 'car
tax' was paid on the deal. Some such
manufacturers provided little more than a
chassis and body-shell and left the new owner
with lots of work to do in order to complete the
car, not so with the Clan.
The 'kit' consisted of a fully trimmed, glazed
and wired bodyshell, with doors and hatches
fitted and aligned, the front suspension and
steering assembled, the rear suspension,
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engine and gearbox all assembled with the fourth
part of the kit being the five wheels!
A few years later, I did build, what would
eventually become my own Clan Crusader, with
its first owner, and, frankly, it was really easy to
do.
However, at the time in the early '70's a new car,
even in kit form, was way beyond my means. So, I
had my eyes on finding a used, hard-top, 2.0l
Triumph Vitesse, with overdrive, but there were
none around in my price range, which led me to
my first Ginetta, a G15, with, you've guessed it,
Hillman Imp power - I still had lots of ‘spares’.
Now, the G15 and the Clan were competitors,
both Imp-powered, both sports cars and both with
brilliant handling that
would seriously embarrass
most other cars on the
road, the notable
exception being the
ubiquitous Lotus Elan.
Mind you, neither the Clan
nor the G15 were 'costly
and needy', unlike Elans!
I had the G15 for many
years, then the Clan owner
I'd helped to build the car
eventually sold it to me,
when it needed a little
work. A bit of g.r.p. work,
and, following a new set of
brake slave cylinders and a service, the car was
up and running.
Although the G15 and the Clan have
similarities, they are very different vehicles. The
Ginetta bodywork sits on a steel ladder-chassis,
whereas the Clan has a very strong G.R.P.
(glassfibre reinforced plastic) monocoque.
Don't assume that the car has the same
strength as some other GRP cars, it is an
extremely strong structure, with integral marine
ply diaphragms running the length of the car.
In competition, the Works Rally Clan finished
second overall in the 1972 Manx International
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Rally, finishing just behind Ford works driver
Roger Clark's MkII Escort RS1600, but beating
many other similar top stars and cars, which was
no mean feat!
So, the Clan became my everyday car, whilst
the G15 was quickly snapped up by a friend. I ran
the Clan as my only car for many years, until one
day when passing a pub car park near Culcheth I
discovered another, much later, G15 sitting in
the car park, and it was for sale. I bought it, only
to discover, much later, that it was the
penultimate such car ever made - my friend in
the GOC has its younger brother and brought it
along to the Lingley Mere (St. Rocco's) show a
few years ago (see below).

Meanwhile, the Clan began a long-overdue
period of tidying up. The restoration was going
quite well, when I suddenly had more
'responsibility' thrust upon me, as Mum came to
live with me!
Car progress pretty much halted there and
then, and never really recovered! Eventually the
Clan found a new, good home, with the Stott's,
and I'll expect it to reappear before too much
time.
After sitting in the later G15 in numerous
weekly motorway traffic jams, I decided to buy a
more modern car (a nice-looking XR3-i), and the
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friend who bought the earlier G15 also snapped
up this one! The XR3-i was followed by two
Peugeot 205 1.9l GTi's, the second of which was
an 'awesome' car, without any visible mods
(although I did tweak the engine management a
little) and was a brilliant car.
As many will know, I now own, and use as my
everyday car, another Ginetta (and have done so

for about twenty years now!) this one a G32 (see
above).
How many of you can say that you've been for a
test drive in the works prototype of the car you
eventually bought? Well, I can, so there!
Only around 120 G32's were made, some as
convertibles, before the company was sold to its
then new owner on the day before Black
Wednesday, which heralded a
decade of difficult times for the
manufacturer.
Unlike plenty of other, older
Ginetta's, this model has never
been available to purchase as a
kit of parts for ‘self-assembly’. It
has always being a factory-built,
fully 'type-approved' car.
Built on a sturdy galvanisedsteel ladder chassis, the car
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makes extensive use of Ford parts. During the
development of the model, Ford's Research &
Development department collaborated closely
with Ginetta Cars Ltd., using, what was then, one
of the earliest examples of ‘on-line’
collaboration.
Whilst not in the Caterham league when it
comes to outright performance, the G32 is more
of a comfortable, longlegged car, but certainly
holds the road
exceptionally well, as all
Ginettas do!
Ginetta Cars Ltd. are still
in business, making cars,
and winning on the track,
and are now based in
Garforth, Yorkshire.
Ginetta are now the only
British-owned car
manufacturer to remain
continuously in production
since they began making
cars in the 1950's.
Ginetta have just
unveiled their 'Supercar', the Akula (pictured
below), at the recent Geneva Motorshow, but
with 600 bhp from their own 6l v8 engine,
200mph and a price tag of almost £290k, I think
I'll be forced to give that one a miss! That said,
they'd sold the first year's production run of
twenty cars within two days! Still British and
Best, even if they are now from Yorkshire!
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events roundup

Phoenix Clock Face Vehicle Club, the red cat, crank
This was my first show of the year, and it was a
new venue for our hosts, the Phoenix Clock Face
Vehicle Club, but there was a good turn out of
over sixty cars, which is very encouraging for a
new venue.

and Debs (celebrating their wedding anniversary
- this lad spares no expense on the missus!) in
the 'B' and Ant in his Mini Ritz were all
representing NWCC and, as a bonus, even the
'skydiver' dropped in, to join us.
Phoenix were represented by a good
selection of their members and cars, and
some SHCCA members came along to add to
the numbers.
Although the day was cool, it was dry, if quite
draughty and also very, very 'grey', (not good
for taking nice photos!) and marked a a
decent start to my year 'on tour'.
The only criticism, and it’s not one of the
organisers, was the increasingly frequent one
that, for exhibitors, the owners of the
premises, whose business enterprise
is enhanced by the presence of sixtyplus entrants, who almost without
exception purchase something, seem
oblivious to the concept of some sort
of recognition of the benefit that the

Bob and Leah, in the Red Bull Mini,
Paul Mac in his Mercedes, Alan, Eileen
and Sasha in the Nissan NX100, Phil

exhibitors’ presence brings.
I’m sure I’m not alone in
thinking that the sort of
welcome proffered by the
Walton Hall organisers is
becoming by far the
exception these days, as
exhibitors efforts to enhance
the day seem, more and
more, to be taken for granted.
I’ll get off my soapbox now!
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events roundup

SHCCA Spring show, Haresfinch rugby club
The following Sunday I managed to get to
another new venue for me, Haresfinch Rugby
Club, in St. Helens.
Now some NWCC members arriving for the
1.00 pm start had set off early, and popped over to
an interim gathering at The Junction, in Rainhill,
by contrast, I had a more leisurely start to the day.
The Rugby Club venue came about as the
SHCCA’s usual spring show venue, The Stork
Hotel, in Billinge, was unavailable this time, so,
considering that, and that it was a 1.00 pm start,
the turn out was quite pleasing overall.
Mind you, I don’t think there was too much
awareness from the ‘passing public’, as the field
is a little ‘off the beaten track’. The facilities were, I
have to be honest, better than I found at the Red
Cat, and certainly the refreshments were better!
NWCC were represented this time by Steve
and Jill in the Volvo, Paul in his Mercedes, Helen
in her recently refreshed Herald, Teresa in the
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Morgan 4, and Geoff in Teresa’s Herald, John
and Margaret in the ‘B’, Dennis in his BMW, John
in his Jaguar XJS convertible, Nigel and Ann in
the Stag and, not least, by brand new members,
Jeff and Kim in their Mini Clubman, more about
this car later!
As well as the NWCC representatives,
obviously SHCCA were well represented, the
Phoenix Club brought along some cars, but the
most notable arrivals and departures were made
by the Plymouth Barracuda and the Dodge
Charger, who showed scant regard for any of the
local residents who might be working nights! with
their high-decibel-count antics.
As is usual for the SHCCA, the charity
supported was the Honey Rose Foundation and
even NWCC had some prize-winners in the
raffle.
The entrant’s awards were presented to the
usual variety of cars, with the excellent Vauxhall
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Cresta PA that usually
scoops the laurels being
pipped at the post this time,
by our very own, new-ish
members Jeff and Kim
Ashcroft, with Jeff ’s
outstanding Mini Clubman,
presented in a
condition that is
far better than it
would have been
when it left the
showroom, in my
opinion.
Now that’s one
heck of a near
debut Jeff, and
you will be
expected to
continue to fly the
flag for NWCC in
the future!
Next up would
be ‘Drive it Day’!
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events
roundup
Drive it Day
Saturday’s Storm Hannah gave us probably
one of the wettest days we’ve seen this year, so it
was very good to see a total of sixteen NWCC
classics out and about’ and off to the West
Lancashire Light Railway and thence onwards for
lunch at Standish.
‘On tour’ this time were: Phil & Wendy in the
Minor, Phil & Debbie in the ‘B’, Pete & Ann in their
‘B’, Russ & Jackie in the Fulvia, Rob in his large
Merc, Bob & Leah in the 190E, Paul Mac in his
Merc 200, Teresa & Geoff in her Morgan, Steve &
Jill in the Super Snipe, Catherine & Steve in her
Volvo estate, Ant & his Gran in the Ritz, Phil & his
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good lady in his Mini 30, Eileen and Alan in the
100NX, Colin in the Standard 8, Mike in his
Sprite - and all tailed by me and the G32.
Meanwhile, Barrie & Sue met up with us all for
lunch, in their Elgrand camper.
Ant Stott was awarded the Landlady’s Award,
for the Mini Ritz, whilst Phil Hammond had the
best guess at the distance we all travelled - and
no-one managed to get lost - not the usual
performances!
Another great route and many thanks, as ever,
to Jill and Steve for all the hard work - again!
Ed.
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Upcoming events
Day
Sat
Sun
Sat-Mon
Sat-Mon
Sun
Sun
Mon
Mon
Sat-Sun
Sat-Sun
Sat
Sun
Sat-Sun
Sat-Sun
Sat-Sun
Sun
Sat
Sat-Sun
Sat
Sun
Sat-Sun
Sat-Sun
Fri-Sun

Date
18/5
19/5
25-27/5
25-27/5
26/5
26/5
27/5
27/5
1-2/6
1-2/6
8/6
9/6
15-16/6
15-16/6
22-23/6
23/6
29/6
29-30/6
6/7
7/7
13-14/7
13-14/7
19-21/7

Event
Venue
Postcode
Earlestown Town Centre,
Market St, Newton-le-Willows
WA12 9BS
Vista Road, Lyme & Wood Conservation Area, Vista Rd, Haydock
WA11 0RN
Chipping Steam Fair, Green Lane Show Ground, Green Lane, Clitheroe
PR3 2TQ
Smallwood Vintage Rally
Betchton Sandbach
CW11 2TX
Capesthorne Hall Classic Car Show Capesthorne Hall, Macclesfield,
SK11 9JY
The Pendle Powerfest, Nelson and Colne College, Barrowford, Lancashire,
BB9 7YT
East Lancs Railway 1940's weekend East Lancashire Railway
BL9 0EY
Gawsworth Hall Young Timer Show Gawsworth Hall
SK11 9RN
Tatton Classic Spectacular
Tatton Park, Knutsford
WA16 6QN
Heskin Traction Engine Rally,
Malt Kiln Farm, Tincklers Lane, EcclestonPR7 5QY
Hale Carnival NWCC Annual Show NWCC Annual Show
L24 4EA
Big Boys Breakfast Antrobus
1000 Engine Rally (Astle Park)
Astle Park, Chelford
SK11 9AD
Ribble Steam
Preston
PR2 2PD
Kelsall Steam and Vintage Event,
Churches View Farm, Ashton, Chester, CH3 8BH
Lymm Historic Transport Day, May Queen Field Drive, off Pepper St, Lymm WA13 0JN
Liverpool Museum (Phoenix)
L3 1DG
Leisure Lakes Rally Tarleton Southport
PR4 6JX
Crank Gala (Phoenix)
L3 1DG
Lydiate Classic Car and Bike Show 288 Southport Road Lydiate
L31 4EQ
Cheshire Steam Fair Daresbury
Daresbury, Warrington
WA4 4AG
Middlewich Classic Car & Bike Show Town Centre
Lancashire Show Salmesbury Hall with L.A.C, Preston New Rd, Preston
PR5 0UP

Events which NWCC organise, or are heavily involved with, are in blue text, others which
NWCC support are in magenta text.
Additionally, you can
Please remember to visit the Club’s
view the latest from the
website for a more comprehensive
FBHVC (Federation of
listing, including entry forms for some
British Historical Vehicle
events, by scanning the QR code right,
Clubs) here:
or by visiting our website at:
http://www.northwestcasualclassics.online/wp
http://www.fbhvc.co.uk/

Thank you
Cancer Support Foundation
The Club’s chosen charity this year is the John Holt Cancer Support Foundation, in Warrington.
At each meeting members and non-members contribute to the Club’s Charity Appeal.
After only one month’s fundraising, the Grand Total now stands at: £425.

Thank you

Hi folks,
Thanks to all those lovely folk who bought raffle
tickets in April - you raised a fabulous £116. I'm
once again humbled by your generosity. You really
do help to make a difference to some little people's
lives. They only want to learn and to have some
food to give them the strength to do so.
Thank you again.
Luv Sue xx
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mary’s

meals

For more information about
this charity to raise living
standards of children in Third
World countries, see Sue
Thomas

a simple solution
to world hunger

www.marysmeals.org

or visit:
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