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Welcome to our new members:
A selection of new and some familiar faces this month - some Christmas presents perhaps?
Kimberley Rogers
Timothy Fretwell
John Rhodes
Gary Foster

Congleton
Manchester
Warrington
Milnrow, Rochdale

Austin Mini Van
Mercedes 230S, E230,
Mitsubishi Pajero,Shogun,
Volkswagen Squareback (Variant)

Returning members:
Ivan Pritchard
Warrington
Commer
Alan Brocklebank
Widnes
Bedford CA
Alan Brocklebank
Widnes
Volvo 940
Irrespective of whether we know them already or not, let’s make them all very welcome.

FRONT COVER: 1921 Paige Daytona Speedster (top) and 1926 Amilcar Grand Sport CGS3
three-seater (lower), both at the Cheshire Concours d'Esprit, Oulton Park Gold Cup, August 2017
REAR COVER: 1965 Jaguar E-Type Series 1 Coupé, Blakemere, June 2016.
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Next Club night: 10th March
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CHAIRMAN,S CHATTER
Hi All,
It's really been too cold to be doing anything
Classic car related, coupled with the fact my son
and heir has moved into his own house and
required my input, and so this months'
Chatterings may seem a little off pisté, but what
the hell?
What is a 'Barn Find'? Surely anyone can see a
car in a barn? Or was it covered in hay bales and
then forgotten? Of course, there will be occasions
where folk will have a lock-up somewhere, away
from their home and didn't tell anyone about it.
Who's going to notice an extra key in a house
clearance anyway? I suppose we have all dallied
with the thoughts of finding a garage, left
forgotten, containing goodness knows what and
then having the permission to remove its
contents!
What would be in your fantasy garage? I expect
that, depending on your age, the items would be
from varying eras.
Back to the Future.
Whilst reading this week's Classic Car Weekly,
and seeing a DeLorean, I wondered what it would
be like to go back to the year I was born (1952)
and see what was about.
Things I would need, a breakdown truck with a
'Flux Capacitor' a collection of old pennies, (for
the 'phone) and a wad of white fivers! My
magazine of choice would not be a 'Gray's Sports
Almanac' but the 18th July 1952 edition of 'The
Autocar', which I already have. Obviously, there is
money to be made, but is that the point? What
shall I acquire, a car or parts?
The cover of my mag depicts an RAF-type
driving his new Morris Minor, the 'High Light'
model, promising 'Morris - Quality First'. Most of
the company adverts are based in London/SE,
Birmingham and Sheffield, so I have to think
where to land. Shorrock superchargers are
available for MG's, the Morris Minor and Austin
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Devon, but at £800 a bit steep! Trico air horns for
continental driving (£4 10/-) or the 'Pixy 4-berth
caravan' for £199 10/6d are a bit more attractive.
No, I think it will have to be a whole car. Now in
the early fifties cars were still in short supply, so
much so, that some second hand cars actually
cost more than a new one! I have my Classic Car
Weekly to compare prices, so I shouldn't get
ripped off.
Back to my 1953 Autocar. A 1949 Austin 16
catches my eye, blue with only 26,000 miles, for
£595, but then I've already got one of those. A
1933 Morris 10 in Classic Car Weekly is £6,000,
there's one in West Hampstead for £185! Maybe
an immaculate 18-month-old Ford Pilot for £695
in North Finchley, you'd pay about £13,000
today. Now this could be it, a 1939 Jaguar 2.5
drop-head, four seats, all for £495!
Who would have thought that by 2020 the price
would be north of £100,000!?
But it's not about the money, I must have the
right car. I eventually find it, it's a 1947 Riley RMB
2.5 litre, in black over red with red upholstery and
only 11,000 miles in four years! At £650 it's a
steal, with the fivers burning a hole in my pocket I
reach the public 'phone box and get my penny
out ready to press button 'A' when they answer.
Checking the number in the mag I see to my
horror that the paper is so dried and flaked that
the last three
numbers have
gone! I step
outside the 'phone
box and stare into
the distance and
then at the penny in
my hand, it's a
1933! Maybe it was
about the money
after all!
Cheers Nigel
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Members’
cars
Phil and Avril Jackson

I bought my first car, when I was a student, from
my Dad. I paid him £90.00. It was a black twodoor Morris Minor (NDK 163) with the 803cc
engine. I used it as my day to day commuter car
and Avril and I made many day trips in it to North
Wales and, for holidays, we went to South Wales,
Cornwall or Devon, meeting up with my parents
and our friends.
I always found that the engine was light on
power, and so, after owning the car for a few
years, I managed to obtain a 1092cc engine, gear
box and back axle and I fitted them into the car,
making the necessary modifications to the floor
plate over the gearbox, and swapping the speedo
etc. I was also very fortunate to find a garage that
re-built Morris 1000's and sold their spare parts
and spares, situated in Trumpet Street, in
Manchester. They have now changed their name
to The Morris Minor Millennium Motors and they
moved into new premises on Upper Chorlton
Road.
My Dad, during this time, was running a green
two-door Morris 1000 (TVU 864), which was in
very good condition and we always did our own
maintenance on the two cars on Saturday
afternoons, assisted by his pal Eddy, who was a
trained motor mechanic. After quite a few years
my Dad had the opportunity to buy a Ford Escort
estate car and I decided to sell the “Minor” and
buy the Morris 1000 from him. By this time I had
left university and had taken up a job as a
management trainee at an engineering company
in Bold near St Helens. So the car was in daily use
again, going to and from work.
Shortly after starting work for the company, Avril
and I got married, but, as part of my training, I had
to spend six months working as assistant site
manager on a contract, building all their storage
tanks and spheres on the AMOCO oil refinery
site, near Milford Haven. So I had to do the fivehour trip during the night on a Sunday, from
Warrington to the site, stay in digs and then come
back home on my long weekends. The car gave
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me no trouble, apart from the fact that I had to
change the water pump.
Once the training had been completed, the
company gave me a company car, due to the fact
that I was doing a lot of road miles in the UK and
they probably thought that it was not really
suitable for me to turn up in a Morris 1000. Avril
then took over the running of the “Moggy” for her
local use. Over the rest of my working life I have
always had company cars, but I always enjoyed
working on Morris 1000's.
About fifteen years ago I went into Millennium
Motors to pick up some parts, and Martin, the
owner, asked me to have a look at a Morris 1000
that had just been brought into the garage (SUN
348J). At first sight it looked to be in a pretty sad
state. The back and front bumpers were
damaged and two of the wings were also badly
dented. However, after I had a good look over it, I
realised that the car had great potential. The
underside of the car was in very good shape,
everything on the car worked, the engine started
first time and it drove very well with no rattles and
bangs. We decided to buy it, but Martin wanted
to do it up for me as part of the deal. I wanted to
do it up myself, and so, after some discussion we
agreed that I would buy it and put the green
Moggy in as part exchange - on the
understanding that I would buy all the spare
parts that I would need from him.
The other interesting thing was that the car,
when new, had been modified so that a person
with one leg could drive it and it had
subsequently been converted back to a standard
car at some stage. All the parts including the
vacuum tank, valves and flexible pipework were
still mounted under the car and the hand controls
for changing gear and activating the brakes were
in a box in the boot. All the damaged bodywork
was done using new bolt on wings and bolt on
bumper parts.
During the time my wife ran the car, I upgraded
the lights, the interior and the engine to 1300cc
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with a 1300 Sprite gearbox and Riley or Wolsey
differential, but I cannot remember which.
Unfortunately I did not get round to recalibrating
the speedo.
Six years ago I bought a Suzuki Splash for my
wife to transport our young grand children around
in and I subsequently sold the Morris 1000 back
to Millennium Motors. It was a very sad day, but I
had no room to properly garage it. Reading the
Daily Express Newspaper (29th April 1994) there
was an article on a coach-built car in the style of a
Forties design, a two-seater, called a Sabre
Royale. The Royale Motor Company was
marketing the car based on them selling you a
body kit with full build instructions and then you
would have to obtain all the mechanical and
electrical parts from a Ford Sierra or Granada
donor vehicle, or, as an alternative, the Company
could build one for you.
The car had a very good write-up and it looked
really good, but I did not have the time, the
money, or the space to buy or build one.
However, I always had the thought of owning
one. In early 2012, out of curiosity, I went on
Google to see if there was a Sabre Royale Club
that I could contact, to get some further details,
and sure enough they were advertising a dark
blue Sabre for sale, owned by one of their
members. A couple of months later we decided to
go to the Stoneleigh Classic Kit Car show and
meet some of the club members.

After a good look round on the showground we
came across the Sabre Royal Club stand and
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there was the same car with a “for sale” sign on it.
I had a good chat with the owner, who invited
Avril and I to have a good look at the car at his
house in the Lake District and test drive it. The
rest is history, as they say!!
From the information I was given, the car was
first registered in 1998 and it was built by the
Royale Motor Company, but I was also fully
aware that the car had been laid up for some
time, because the owner and his wife had been
in poor health. So I anticipated there would be
some “teething troubles”.

The car ran well on the journey home from the
Lake District, but after going on a long drive in
North Wales, it was obvious that the front shock
absorbers, front springs and back absorbers
needed changing.
The car is built on a ladder chassis and a very
large exhaust silencer was slung under the
chassis, which gave it poor ground clearance
and a rather loud exhaust note when you put
your foot down, so, with the help of specialist
stainless steel exhaust fabricator, the system
was re-routed to give far better clearance under
the car and a quieter exhaust note. I am not the
type of person who takes their cars off the road
during the winter, so I managed to get a hard top
for it and had it painted the same colour as the
car. A couple of years ago, third gear sounded a
bit noisy, so I had the ‘box taken out and rebuilt.
Apart from those three issues, and me doing the
general maintenance with regular servicing, it
has lived up to my expectations.
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Day
Sun
Sat
Sat-Sun
Sun
Sun
Sun
Sun
Sun
Fri-Sat
Fri-Sun
Fri
Sat
Sat
Sat-Mon
Sat-Mon
Sun-Mon
Mon
Sun
Sat-Sun
Sat-Sun
Sat
Sat-Sun
Sat-Sun
Sun
Sat-Sun
Sat
Sun
Sat
Sun
Sat-Sun
Sun
Sat
Sat-Sun
Sun
Sat-Sun
Sat-Sun
Sun
Sun
Sat-Sun
Sun
Sat-Sun
Sat
Sun
Sun
Sun
Sun
Sat

Date
23/2
11/4
18-19/4
19/4
26/4
26/4
3/5
3/5
8-9/5
8-10/5
8/5
16/5
16/5
23-25/5
23-25/5
24-25/5
25/5
6-7/6
6-7/6
13-14/6
13/6
20-21/6
20-21/6
28/6
11-12/7
11/7
12/7
18/7
19/7
25-26/7
26/7
1/8
15-16/8
30/8
5-6/9
5-6/9
6/9
13/9
19-20/9
20/9
26-27/9
3/10
4/10
11/10
18/10
8/11
26/12

Upcoming events

Event
Venue
Club meal (and Police Museum visit)
The ClockFace
St.Helens Classic Car Club. Spring Show
Sandbach Festival of Transport
Spring Transport Show, BCVM, King St, Leyland
Drive it Day 2020
Mansion House
St Helens (Phoenix Show)
St. Helens Transport Museum
Hall Street, St. Helens
Jubilee Gardens
North Promenade, Cleveleys
VE Day Celebrations
Mesnes Park, Newton-le-Willows
Llandudno Transport Festival
Culcheth Carnival
Earlestown Town Centre
Walton Gardens Country Fair
Chipping Steam Fair
Smallwood Vintage Rally
Capesthorne Hall Classic Car Show
Rainhill Transport Festival**
Tatton Classic Spectacular
Tatton Park, Knutsford
Heskin Traction Engine Rally
1000 Engine Rally (Astle Park)
NWCC Annual Show/Hale Carnival
Hale Park, Hale Village
Kelsall Steam and Vintage Event
Scorton Steam
Lymm Historic Transport Day, May Queen Field Drive, off Pepper St, Lymm
Cheshire Steam Fair Daresbury
St Helens Town Centre
Warrington Disability Day
Walton Hall
Winwick Carnival
Classic Car Show
Capesthorne Hall
Cumbria Steam Gathering
Bodrhyddan Hall
Dyserth Road, Clwyd
Newton Town Show
Mesnes Park, Newton-le-Willows
Passion For Power Tatton Park
Tatton Park, Knutsford
Italian Gardens at Stanley Park,
Blackpool
Walton Gardens Country Fair**
Walton Hall
Nostalgic Weekend
RAF Burtonwood
East Lancs Railway Transport weekend BL9 0EY
Lytham Green,
Lytham
High Legh Garden Centre**
Candles Show charity show
North West Vintage Rally
Widnes
St Helens Classic Car Association Autumn Show
Wirral Tram Show
Woodside Ferry
Child of Hale Charity Show
Hale
Late Drive it day
St. Helens Transport Museum
Hall Street, St. Helens
Lymm Steam Gathering + Meal

Postcode
WA94QS
WA11 9NS
CW11 1HZ
PR25 2LE
WA10 2EU
WA10 1DU
FY5 1LW
WA12 9TD
LL30 1BW
WA3 4EG
WA12 9BS
WA4 6SN
PR3 2TQ
CW11 2TX
SK11 9JY
SatWA16 6QN
PR7 5QY
SK11 9AD
L24 4EA
CH3 8BH
PR3 1BN
WA13 0JN
WA4 4AG
WA10 1BN
WA4 6SN
WA2 8LQ
SK11 9JY
LA11 7LS
LL18 5SB
WA12 9TD
WA16 6QN
FY3 9HU
WA4 6SN
WA5 0YZ
FY8 5QJ
WA16 0QW
CH4 9LQ
WA8 7SX
WA11 9NS
CH41 6DU
L24 4AX
WA10 1DU

Events which NWCC organise, or are heavily involved with, are in blue text, others which
NWCC support are in magenta text.
Additionally, you can
Please remember to visit the Club’s
view the latest from the
website for a more comprehensive
FBHVC (Federation of
listing, including entry forms for some
British Historical Vehicle
events, by scanning the QR code right,
Clubs) here:
or by visiting our website at:
http://www.northwestcasualclassics.online/wp
http://www.fbhvc.co.uk/
The events listed above are those we know of
Events that still do not have the confirmed
at present. If you know of other suitable events, dates are shown by ** after the event description
please let our Events Secretary know.
Ed.
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Thank you
Cancer Support Foundation
At the end of this year’s efforts, the Grand Total raised on behalf of the Club’s chosen 2019 efforts for
the Joh Holt Cancer Foundation is:£2009.06.
Yet another excellent fund-raising effort by all at NWCC!

So much for the past, now of the future.
As many members will be aware, the January Club night saw the Club members vote on the choice
of which charity that North West Casual Classics will be supporting throughout the year of 2020.
In keeping with our usual approach, choices were between smaller, ‘local’ charities where the funds
we raise will have a significant positive impact on their ability to help those in need.
Consequently, for our 2020 efforts, NWCC will be supporting the Warrington Womens’ Aid charity,
which, as you can see, assists those who have, very sadly, been subjected to one of today’s social
curses, that of domestic abuse.
As ever, I’m sure that all NWCC members will do their very best in supporting this organisation
throughout the year.

strength

support

safety

WARRINGTON

women’s aid

STANDING STRONG AGAINST DOMESTIC ABUSE

support

safety

Thank you

Hi folks,
Thank you for all your support in January!
You kicked off the year by raising £109 at the
January Club night.
We really do make a difference to so many little
lives, through education and a humble cup of
porridge.
Thanks for your continued support.
Luv Sue xx
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mary’s

meals

For more information about
this charity to raise living
standards of children in Third
World countries, see Sue
Thomas

a simple solution
to world hunger

www.marysmeals.org

or visit:
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