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Welcome to our new members:
Just two new additions this month:
Jim Rutledge

Liverpool

Suzuki Cappuccino

Antony Trigg

Widnes

Ford Orion

Let’s make Jim, and his car, very welcome.

FRONT COVER: Top: 1953 Sitroen Traction Avant, Lower: 1965 Morris 1100, both at the
Lydiate Classic Show, 7th July, 2019
REAR COVER: 1992 Renault Alpine A610, Claremont Farm, 12th May, 2019
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Next Club night: 14th April
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CHAIRMAN,S CHATTER
Hi All,
As some of you will know, I own a Stag, and it
has been some time since it graced the streets. It
was in fact, last year's early Tatton, in June, where
Anne and I had a great day, with absolutely no
issues whatsoever. This shouldn't be a surprise,
as a full engine rebuild took place a few years
ago.
Mine was blessed with the usual problem of
casting sand left in the block, combined with forty
years' worth of rusty water conspiring to impede
the travel of coolant along the galleries, and so, to
overheat the engine. The stripped engine block
was treated to a bath in a caustic solution and that
remedied the situation and all was clear.
Imagine my disappointment to find, some four
years later, in July last year, that the temperature
gauge showed a higher than normal reading! A
faulty pump? No. dickey thermostat? No. Air
lock? No. Blocked radiator? No. As well as the
engine itself not seeming particularly hot, the
electric fan wasn't kicking in either! I was
stumped.
Anyway I was enjoying my Austin 16, so I
parked the Triumph in the naughty corner of my
garage and left it.
It was at the Club Post-Christmas Meal, when I
was seated next to Chris Lee, who quite
innocently asked after the heath of the Stag.
After listening to my tale of woe, he suggested I
exchange the 'Voltage Stabiliser'.
What the heck is that? Well it's a piece of
electrical trickery that levels out the voltage to the
Petrol and Temperature gauges.
After consulting Doctor Google, I find that Stag
owners world-wide suffer from this affliction.
A breakdown in this part alters the readings on
both gauges! It is a small item about a cubic inch
which the makers didn't expect to be still working
after four decades.
However, they were confident enough that it
would outlast the life of the car. This is the only
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explanation I can come to as to where they
decided to fit it!
It is located on the rear of the speedometer and
is extremely difficult to get at, so after removing
the steering wheel, the column mounted wiper
control and the dashboard I can just see in. The
speedo cable will have to be disconnected, Oh,
groan, that is going to be a pig to put back. I get a
little screwdriver in and replace the voltage
stabiliser.
Unfortunately, there are other problems I can
see, a loose earth is easily rectified, but two
loose connections on the ammeter not so much.
Loose connections generally cause heat and
this was the case. Nearly four inches of three
cables had melted themselves together!
The connections themselves had lost all their
spring and were now useless. They would be a
special type that I don't have, so the job is
stopped. I await delivery of these items after I
found them on Holden's Website. Fingers
crossed.
Coronavirus.
I expect all of you will be aware of the
worldwide concern of this outbreak. It may
possibly impact on our abilities to attend shows.
If organisers
decide to cancel
or delay events
then we will have
to be prepared to
be disappointed.
If an event that we
are booked into is
abandoned, the
Club will email
members to let
you know, as long
as we are kept
informed by the organisers.
Look after yourselves.
Cheers Nigel
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Out and About
NWCC Annual Awards

February marks the Annual NWCC Members’
Awards evening and, as expected, so many of
our members reminded the rest of us of just how
many excellently-prepared and cared for
vehicles there are in this Club. Of course, the
vehicles are wonderful, but let’s not forget that it’s
the owners that make this the Club it is, and we
seem to have lots of these excellent members,
not all win prizes, but they are all of benefit to the
rest of us.

In addition to the Members’ Awards, the
February’s Club Night is also when we formally
present the sum of our members’ fund-raising
efforts from throughout the year, to the
representatives of the Club’s chosen charity.
For this past year, the John Holt Cancer
Foundation has been the beneficiary of our
efforts, and Chris Holt was presented with a
cheque to the value of £2.009.06 by both Eileen
and Teresa on behalf of members.

NWCC at the Museum of Policing in Cheshire
Some of the ‘usual suspects’ took part in a visit
to the above museum, on 23rd February.
To suggest that some of our members knew
their way around the (now mostly retired) Police
Station a little too well, would be not too wide of
the mark, and a rogue’s gallery of those attending
is shown below, for future reference!

The Museum has a varied selection of exhibits,
which are all ‘interesting’ and relevant to the
region.
It’s quite possible that the Club might be
arranging another visit and I’d advise those who
couldn’t make it this time, to consider making the
trip - it’s well worth the effort.
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Members’ cars

John Cleaver’s 1965 Chevrolet Corvair Corsa

This information has been provided by John,
and is the first part of a fairly detailed history of
this car. The first section was written by the
previous owner, from whom John acquired the
car, his input follows later in Part 2. Ed.
Firstly, the small exercise of finding one, so let's
have a look at the specification, with a view to
locating the best:

The 140 and 180 turbo Corsa's

Engine configuration and options:
These cars all have a 2.7 litre, 6-cylinder,
horizontally-opposed aluminium unit, comprising
six individual aluminium barrels, one for each
piston, delivering 140hp from the 164 cubic inch
displacement. The engine is air-cooled, via a beltdriven blower, mounted on top of the unit. The
140hp engine comes with four, single-barrel
carburettors, whilst the 180-turbo variant came
with a single carburettor. There is very little
difference between the non-turbo and the turbo
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units. The 0-60mph time is marginally quicker
with the 180, but the 140 has better power across
the range for normal driving. One of the
drawbacks to the four-carb set up is that the two
rearmost carbs are only used as secondary
carbs for rapid acceleration. If they are not used
often then the fuel tends to go stale from lack of
use.
Gearboxes:
Cars were available as a standard threespeed, with options for four-speed or automatic.
There is no automatic available on the top line
Corsa.
Suspension:
Independent suspension was fitted to the
second-generation Corvairs. This addressed the
problem of rear wheel tuck-under that the firstgeneration cars suffered from.
Although the first-generation was noted for this
trait, it was not really a problem for experienced
drivers. Novice drivers tended to “over drive” the
early Corvairs into corners, which tended to
throw the geometry out, resulting in oversteer.
This problem was corrected in 1961, with
optional sway bars (anti-roll bars) and a
transverse spring to reduce tuck-under. This
became standard fitting on the 1964 models.
None of the problems inherent in the firstgeneration carried over into the secondgeneration. In fact, the new model, introduced in
1965, was credited with “cornering like it's on
rails” by one journalist. Additionally, the new
suspension also lowered the car by a good two
inches over the old one, to improve road holding.
It is one of the few cars with neutral steering,
neither oversteer nor understeer. This, coupled
with the fact that the engine was in the rear of the
car, for lighter steering, made it the perfect
'young driver' sports car of the mid '60's.
Steering:
The Corvair was never fitted with power
steering. This was due to the fact, with the
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engine in the rear, there was very little weight on
the front to make the car heavy enough to
require it. In much the same way that Porsche
fitted their engines to the rear, the road-holding
for the Corvair was unequalled in any other small
car, resulting in neutral steering, neither
understeer nor oversteer.
The '65 models were also, for the first time,
fitted with an adjustable steering column. This
addressed concerns left over from the earlier
models, that the steering wheel head could
cause significant injury during a head-on
collision. Changing the column to adjustable
allowed the fitting of a collapsible column in the
event of a collision.
Brakes:
Drum size was increased from 9” to 9½” drums

all round. As the brake bias was on the rear, due
to the added weight of the engine, brake fade
was practically non-existent, with surprisingly
good stopping power, unless you fancied
yourself as a budding F1 driver. In which case
you should be prepared for some sign of brake
fade. Overall though, the brakes were good in
normal driving conditions.
Turbos:
The turbochargers fitted to the Corsa 180's
proved to be more trouble than they were worth.
That does not stop them from being the more
desirable option for collectors though.
(As you might imagine, there’s plenty more to
discover about this car, look out for Part 2 next
month!
Ed.)

Thank you
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A new year of fund-raising ahead for NWCC members.
Support from both February’s Club night and from the February meal at the Clock Face pub have
resulted in starting the fund at £122.00.
Many thanks to members thus far, and, once the ‘season’ gets into full swing, I’m sure your efforts
will continue as in previous years.
Ed.

Thank you

Hi folks,
There was no fund-raising for Mary’s Meals at the
Club’s Annual Awards evening in February.
The funds raised from both the raffle and the ‘sit
down Bingo’ went to this year’s Club Charity appeal
(see above), but, rest assured, Mary’s Meals will
still be supported, as in the past, whenever
possible.
(Ed)
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mary’s

meals

For more information about
this charity to raise living
standards of children in Third
World countries, see Sue
Thomas

a simple solution
to world hunger

www.marysmeals.org

or visit:
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Day
Sat
Sat-Sun
Sun
Sun
Sun
Sun
Sun
Fri-Sat
Fri-Sun
Fri
Sat-Sun
Sat
Sun
Sat-Mon
Sat-Mon
Sun-Mon
Mon
Sat-Sun
Sat-Sun
Sat-Sun
Sat
Sat-Sun
Sat-Sun
Sun
Sat
Sat-Sun

Date
11/4
181-9/4
19/4
26/4
26/4
3/5
3/5
8-9/5
8-10/5
8/5
16-17/5
16/5
17/5
23-25/5
23-25/5
24-25/5
25/5
6-7/6
6-7/6
13-14/6
13/6
20-21/6
20-21/6
28/6
4/7
11-12/7

Sat
11/7
Sun
12/7
Sat
18/7
Sun
19/7
Sat-Sun 25-26/7
Sun
26/7
Sat
1/8
Sat-Sun 15-16/8
Sun
30/8
Sat-Sun 5-6/9
Sat-Sun 5-6/9
Sun
6/9
Sun
13/9
Sat-Sun 19-20/9
Sun
20/9
Sat-Sun
26/9
Sat
3/10
Sun
4/10
Sun
11/10
Sun
18/10
Sun
8/11
Sat
26/12

Upcoming events

Event
Venue
Postcode
St.Helens Classic Car Club. Spring Show, Haresfinch Rugby Club
WA11 9NS
Sandbach Festival of Transport
CW11 1HZ
Spring Transport Show, British Comm Vehicle Museum, King St, Leyland
PR25 2LE
Drive it Day 2020
Mansion House
St Helens (Phoenix Show)
WA10 2EU
St. Helens Transport Museum
Hall Street, St. Helens
WA10 1DU
Jubilee Gardens
North Promenade, Cleveleys
FY5 1LW
VE Day Celebrations
Mesnes Park, Wigan
WN1 1TU
Llandudno Transport Festival
Bodafon Fields, Llandudno
LL30 1BW
Culcheth Carnival
WA3 4EG
Walton Veterans' HUB 1940's weekend, Walton Hall, Walton lee Road
WA4 6SN
Earlestown Town Centre
WA12 9BS
Vista Road
Newton-le-Willows
WA11 0RN
Chipping Steam Fair, Green Lane Show Ground, Green Lane, Clitheroe
PR3 2TQ
Smallwood Vintage Rally, Near Love Lane Farm, Betchton, Sandbach
CW11 2TX
Capesthorne Hall Classic Car Show
SK11 9JY
Rainhill Transport Festival**
Tatton Classic Spectacular
Tatton Park, Knutsford
WA16 6QN
Heskin Traction Engine Rally, Malt Kiln Farm, Tincklers Lane, Eccleston
PR7 5QY
1000 Engine Rally (Astle Park)
SK11 9AD
NWCC Annual Show/Hale Carnival Hale Park, Hale Village
L24 4EA
Kelsall Steam and Vintage Event, Churches View Farm, Kelsall Road, Ashton CH3 8BH
Scorton Steam, Woodacre Lodge Farm, Gubberford Lane, Scorton
PR3 1BN
Lymm Historic Transport Day, May Queen Field Drive, off Pepper St, Lymm WA13 0JN
Nostalgic Weekend
RAF Burtonwood
WA5 0YZ
Cheshire Steam Fair Daresbury
WA4 4AG

St Helens Town Centre
WA10 1BN
Warrington Disability Day
Walton Hall, Walton lee Road
WA4 6SN
Winwick Carnival, Winwick Leisure Centre, Winwick
WA2 8LQ
Classic Car Show
Capesthorne Hall
SK11 9JY
Cumbria Steam Gathering, Cark Airfield, Flookburgh,
LA11 7LS
Bodrhyddan Hall
Dyserth Road, Clwyd
LL18 5SB
Newton Town Show
Mesnes Park, Newton-le-Willows WA12 9TD
Passion For Power Tatton Park Tatton Park, Knutsford
WA16 6QN
Italian Gardens at Stanley Park, Blackpool
FY3 9HU
Walton Gardens Country Fair** Walton Hall, Walton lee Road
WA4 6SN
Nostalgic Weekend
RAF Burtonwood
WA5 0YZ
East Lancs Railway Transport weekend**
BL9 0EY
Lytham Green,
Lytham
FY8 5QJ
High Legh Garden Centre
Halliwell's Brow, High Legh
WA16 0QW
Candles Show charity show
CH4 9LQ
North West Vintage Rally, Victoria Park, Birchfield Road, Widnes
WA8 7SX
St Helens CCA, Autumn Show, Haresfinch Road, St Helens
WA11 9NS
Wirral Tram Show
Woodside Ferry
CH41 6DU
Child of Hale Charity Show
6 Church End, Hale Village
L24 4AX
Late Drive it day
St. Helens Transport Museum
Hall Street, St. Helens
WA10 1DU
Lymm Steam Gathering and Meal

Events which NWCC organise, or are heavily involved with, are in blue text, others which
NWCC support are in magenta text.
Additionally, you can
Please remember to visit the Club’s
view the latest from the
website for a more comprehensive
FBHVC (Federation of
listing, including entry forms for some
British Historical Vehicle
events, by scanning the QR code right,
Clubs) here:
or by visiting our website at:
http://www.northwestcasualclassics.online/wp
http://www.fbhvc.co.uk/
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