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DISCLAIMER
Any views or opinions expressed in the NWCC newsletter do not necessarily represent those of
the Club, its officers or committee members. No responsibility can be accepted for inaccurate or
misleading information within this newsletter.
Please note: The Third Party Liability Insurance, that the Club has taken, out only covers
members when attending events that have been booked through the Club. For other events
attended individually, please make sure that you are covered by your own insurance.
During the current hiatus in Club activities, your 'membership' is not 'running out', so don't panic!
As for those 'reminders' arriving in your email inbox, well, an 'automated' system on the Club
website does this, and, as yet, we've not managed to 'modify’ it for the present situation, so ignore
them until things get back to normal, whatever that 'normal' may actually be.
We have some information about some 'members' cars this month, plus an update from John C
regarding the Corvair, so thanks to them all. So, now, it's up to some more of you to send me even
more suitable contributions - just drop me an email at the editor's email address shown above and
I'll let you have proper details for sending me material and images.
Meantime, let's all stay safe and well with anticipation for a safe and timely end to the break in
activities.

FRONT COVER:

1921 Curtiss 8.2l OX5 v8-engined GN 'Special' VSCC meeting, Oulton Park, 21st May 2016

REAR COVER:

de Tomaso Tipe 874 (Pantera) showing off its full 351 cu in (5.75l) of Ford v8, at Tatton Park,
21st August 2106
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Next Club night: Yet to be decided

Backfire

CHAIRMAN,S CHATTER

Hi All,
I hope you are all well and keeping clear of this
virus. With the restrictions being a little relaxed as
of late, I expect some of you will have been out in
your 'classics', I know I have.
The Stag.
On Monday (June 1st) I ventured out in the Stag,
firstly to tank her up at 99p from Morrisons, and
then for my long-awaited run to check on the
recent electrical repairs. As I outlined in previous
'Chatters', an electrical fault was scaring me into
thinking the engine was overheating when it
wasn't. So, after my visit to the petrol station, I
embarked on an 15 minute trip to check on the
temperature gauge reading. It appears to have
settled down now and reads exactly halfway on
the dial and not the frightening three quarters plus
of the pre-repair days. A few years ago I fitted an
electric fan, but without removing the original fan,
this helps on hot days, when queuing to get into
shows etc. I have noticed that it
comes on after turning the
engine off, however, this didn't
happen. I tried the override
switch, but no joy. I looked at the
glass fuse and found it to be
intact, but after checking it with
my meter this was obviously the
culprit. On removal of the fuse, I
found it to be visually fine with an
intact internal wire but on pulling
off the end of the fuse I found the
end cap was no longer
connected! Just shows, check
the simple things first!
The Austin 16.
Last month I unbolted the carburettor from my
spares rolling chassis and sent it off for a refurb, it
is my intention to fit it to the Austin on its return.
The temporary removal of the rocker cover
enabled me to pour some used engine oil over the
rockers just to keep things lubricated and a squirt
of light oil down the spark plug holes for the same
reason. I have taken the manifolds off and put
blanking covers over the apertures, so the whole
thing is buttoned up.
It was now time for another parts raid. I had
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already cleaned the front brakes out, but after
refitting, I found that the right one was pulling
unevenly. I decided to have a look at the front
drums on the spares chassis. On removal I had a
Victor Meldrew moment, 'I don't believe it', they
were like new! A quick rub over with a Scotchbrite
pad, a couple of coats of green engine paint on
the outside and they were good to go. Easy to fit
and adjust, the car now pulls up 'all square',
super!
The interior of the Austin is a plethora of leather
and 'Bakelite' and I have been searching for a
product to spruce up all the 'Bakelite' trim. I can
now reveal that I have found a spray called
'Wood Silk' and it is the business! It's a nonsilicone, bees wax product, which brings plastics
and wood up a treat, with a lovely gloss! Another
job on the 'To Do' list.
A couple of people have asked me recently
about electronic ignition. I know a lot of you, like
me, know all about points and
condensers. You probably know
that there is a lot of rubbish out
there, with some items not
lasting a season. I have a
'Pertronix' electronic ignition
system on the Austin. It's around
£80 - £100, made in America
and is pretty painless to fit. You
can use your original coil if you
want to and the whole thing fits
inside the distributor cap, so it
can't be
seen. It's
12 or 6 volts and fits most
cars, mine was fitted about
five years ago and always
delivers a big fat spark
when the starter button is
pressed! I believe there
are other manufacturers
offering similar products
so have a good look
around.
Stay safe everyone
Cheers
Nigel
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1956 Volvo PV 444 KS “Freya”
Owned By Steve and Cath Cropper

“Freya” is an example of the first truly massproduced Volvo, intended to put post-war
Sweden on wheels.

Prior to the PV, Volvo made large cars in small
numbers for the well-off and for the taxi market.
Designed in 1944 and launched in 1947, the PV
(Personvagen) began mass Swedish car
ownership.
The styling owed much to 1940's America,
because American cars were popular in Sweden,
and Volvo borrowed styling ideas from them.

Volvo created an in-house metallurgy
department, ensuring top-quality materials.
The engine is a 1414cc unit, built by Penta,
Volvo's marine division, with some parts made
by gun makers Bofors.
The engine was also used in Volvo tractors.
With a 6.5:1 compression ratio it generates 51
BHP, and we estimate Freya has covered half a
million miles in her lifetime, and has had one,
documented, engine rebuild. This is not unusual
for a PV.
The transmission is 3-speed with an
unsynchronised straight-cut first gear, and she
has 6v electrics, vacuum wipers, a KPH speedo
and, of course, left-hand drive.

Interestingly, Volvo offered 3-speed gearboxes
right up to 1965, because some American and
Swedish customers preferred them.
On the road Freya rides very well, with light
steering. The brakes will lock the wheels with a

In some respects the car was quite advanced:
coil spring and wishbone front suspension, and a
rear axle on coils located by trailing arms and a
Panhard rod, gave an excellent ride, and the big
fifteen inch wheels gave good ground clearance
at a time when half of Swedish roads were
unsurfaced. PVs therefore, had to be
exceptionally rugged and durable cars.
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the Morris Minor here, and are held in great
affection as the first car many families owned.
For ourselves, we just love the sheer quality
and rugged character of these little cars, and we
intend to keep Freya as original as possible and
one day, take her home to Sweden for one of the
major rallies there.

firm shove, and although by no means fast, she
will happily bowl along at 45-50 mph on A and B
roads all day. Motorways however, are best
avoided!
While rare in the UK, these cars are much loved
in Sweden, with over 9,000 participants in the
Svenska PV Klubben Facebook page, and over
6,100 cars listed in the club yearbook.
In Swedish popular culture, PVs are similar to

1979 Triumph Spitfire 1500
Barrie and Sue Thomsa

It's a red 1500, and is the last 'evolution' of the
Spitfire range.
Now that we're a bit more mature (cough), it's a
little more bit more 'cosy' and we have to take it in
turn to fasten the seatbelts. Maybe a towbar and
a caravan!

I've had the car since 2002. I chose it because
it's a bit sporty - and it fits in the garage! The
Triumph is the only classic I've owned.

No, seriously, we love our little sporty Triumph
and will keep it until we can't get in and out of it
anymore. Loving it and enjoying using it every
day.
It's my daily driver.
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Update on the Corvair

John Cleaver begins life with the import

Hi Joe,
Just read part two of my Corvair journey.
Thanks for the great editing and layout.
It's very frustrating not being able to enjoy the
car to its full potential.
After taking delivery it was less than three
weeks later the lock-down was implemented.
The first trip in the car was, by coincidence, the
last Club meeting before lockdown.
If you recall, there was some issue with
carburettors flooding, due to poor wiring layout.

After waiting just thirty minutes, the
man in the yellow van turned up and
just started the car.
I like to think I did most of the work
by turning the engine over
backwards to drain the fuel out of the
cylinders.
Since that time there have been no
issues with fuel (unless you count
the consumption).
I think there was a stuck float
needle in one of the carbs, which
appears to have corrected itself now.
Anyway, there has been very little
chance to use the car over the last
few weeks, so time has been spent with getting to
know the ins and outs of various components.
One of which is the cruise control I found under
the dash.

6

I had wondered about where it was, as it is
listed as a optional extra.
It appears it has not been completed and I will
need to find someone who can finish the fitting of
it.
So if there are any competent electricians who
would like the job, please let me know.
I am pleased to inform you that the car is living
up to expectations and is a pleasure to drive,
even if the steering wheel is on the "wrong side".
The interest it has garnered has been
incredible and I can't wait to finally be able to

"show" it, and win trophies of course.
I have some recent photos, should you find a
use for them, I have attached.
Stay safe,
John

Backfire

Upcoming events

It will be no surprise not to see an Events Calendar in Backfire.
My spreadsheet Events Calendar page still has more red boxes in it than otherwise, so there’s little
point in posting a calendar for now.
Be assured though, that as soon as the situation changes for the better, the Calendar will make a
very welcome, if overdue, reappearance.
Ed.
In the absence of actual events, I intended to include some 'links' to virtual pages and events that
members may have found to be of interest, sadly, the links won't work when the document is compiled
for distribution. Hey ho, such is life. Anyway, in the meanwhile, why not pop along to the NWCC
website and enter our very own 'virtual show'? You can show off you vehicle, tell its story, and, possibly
better, have a look at what others have 'brought along'.
Another good place to visit ‘on-line’ is the FBHVC site. It's full of accurate, well-researched and
authoritative information, and even has a few virtual shows too.
There are many, many more sites that are worth a browse, especially at the moments, why not send
in some suggestions of your own for inclusion in the future?
Ed.

Thank you
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WARRINGTON

women’s aid

STANDING STRONG AGAINST DOMESTIC ABUSE

support

safety

Thank you

Hi folks,
Clearly we’re not collecting for Mary’s
Meals at present, but here’s a reminder
of just who benefits from our efforts.
Luv, Sue xxx
F o r
m o r e
information about
this charity to raise
living standards of
children in Third
World countries, see
a simple solution Sue Thomas

mary’s

meals

to world hunger

or visit:

www.marysmeals.org
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