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Report next month
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Next Meeting  14th June

DISCLAIMER
Any views or opinions expressed in the NWCC newsletter do not necessarily
represent those of the club, its officers or committee members. No responsibility
can be accepted for inaccurate or misleading information within this newsletter,

Please note: The third party liability insurance which the club has taken out only
                     covers members when attending events which have been
         booked through the club. For other events attended individually,
                      please make sure you are covered by your own insurance.

https://nwcasualclassics.online/wp/

www.facebook.com/groups/northwestcasualclassics

Internet & Social Media

https://www.youtube.com/user/NWCasualClassics

COMMITTEE
Chairman - Nigel France
 07932057570
chairman@northwestcasualclassics.com

Vice Chairman/Events Management
Kenny Jackson

vicechairman@nwcasualclassics.online

Events Secretary - John Slevin
events@nwcasualclassics.online

Secretary - Teresa Cross
(Shadow - Michelle Jevans)

Treasurer/Membership -
  Steve Tanser
membership@nwcasualclassics.online

Webmaster & Facebook Admin. -
   Phil Stott
media-admin@nwcasualclassic.online

Press & PR Oficer - Bob Holder
press-pr@nwcasualclassics.online

Social Secretaries -
       Eileen and Alan Smith
social@nwcasualclassics.online

Backfire Editor - Jill Tanser
editor@nwcasualclassics.online

N.W.C.C. F.B.H.V.C.
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Hi All

   The 30th of April was the proudest day of my life. It was the Wed-
ding Day of my son Simon and his fiancée Claire.
Planning for this most important of days goes way back to before the
pandemic when they asked if I would transport them in the Austin on
their special day. Of course the date had to be postponed by some
two years but it was well worth waiting for.

   The Austin hasn’t
sulked through lack of
use during the last two
years and has always
acted with decorum' start-
ing on the button when requested and relishing the
times when we were allowed out for ‘exercise’ dur-
ing those lockdown days. Like many Classic Cars it
has collected plenty of dust over the duration and
was going to need a thorough clean up. After an in-
tensive wash down with soapy water, a second soak-

ing followed with some Wash and Wax I won on a Club raffle! I then set to with the leather
followed by what seemed hours of polishing and chrome cleaning. I removed all the wheels so I
could give the whitewalls good ‘do’ and the running boards were polished so they didn’t feel
left out! The inside needed a good ‘bottoming’, Hoovering all the mats, carpets and cleaning all
the glass. The front passenger seat had to come out to make some room for Claires’ dress.
   On the morning of the wedding I slid behind the steering wheel, turned the key and pressed
the starter, the engine immediately leapt into life. The first task was to take Simon to the John
Gilbert Worsley where the Best Man and the grooms-
men were meeting. I chanced a half of Flat Cap bitter,
well, why not? Then it was off to collect Claire and
her Dad. Claire looked so beautiful with her hair im-
maculately set and wearing the most gorgeous wed-
ding dress and train. On our way to the church we
were cheered on by the many passers-by, eventually
arriving at the lych-gate of St Marks Worsley where
the Rector was cheekily checking his watch!
   After the service I conveyed the newlyweds to the
well known footbridge in Worsley for the customary
photographs. The final and longest run was the 16 miles from Worsley to Styal Lodge. I had
elected to go on the M60 as it would undoubtably be the quickest route. The journey went flaw-
lessly, punctuated by the sound of well wishing car horns on the motorway, eventually topping
out at a heady 57 mph! The Austin enjoyed many, many admiring gazes and some well deserved
relaxation on the hotel car park, ready to be pressed into service for the return home with its pre-
cious cargo the next day.
All in all a truly perfect day for Simon + Claire, the service, the venue, the guests and of course
THE AUSTIN !

Cheers Nigel
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Day           Date       Event                 Location

Sat-Sun      14-15/5     Lancs Traction Engine Club Rally  Lancs Mining Museum          M29 7JB
Sat            14/5    Hooton Park Show   Ellesmere Port  CH65 1BQ
Sat-Sun       21-22/5    Rixton Steam Rally   The Black Swan  WA3 6LA
Fri-Sat-Sun  27-29/5     Smallwood Vintage Rally   Betchon, Sandbach                CW11 2TX
Thu-Sun          2-5/6     Heskin Steam & Vintage Rally  Malt Kiln Farm, Eccleston     PR7 5QY
Sat-Sun         4-5/6      Classic & Perf. Show   Tatton Park, Knutsford          WA16 6QN
Sat           18/6      Classic Car Show   Victoria Park, St. Helens WA10 2UE
Sat-Sun     25-26/6      Kelsall Steam & Vintage Show                 Churches View Farm,Ashton  CH3 8BH
Sun          26/6      Burtonwood Claassic Show               Burtonwood Heritage Museum WA5 0YZ
Sun            3/7      Lidiate Classic Car & Bike Show  Scotch Piper Inn                   L31 4EQ
Sat            9/7      Crawford Village Gala   Crawford Village Hall  WN8 4QE
Sat-Sun      9-10/7       Cheshire Steam Fair   Daresbury   WA4 4AS
Sun         17/7       Frodsham Motor Show   Fluin Lane                 WA6 7QN
Sat           6/8       Newton-le-Willows Town Show  Mesnes Park               WA12 8BH
Sun           7/8       Claremont Farm   Wirral   CH63 4JB
Sat-Sun    20-21/8       Passion For Power   Tatton Park, Knutsford         WA16 6QN
Sat         10/9       Charity Classic Car Show   Willowbrook Hospice          WA10 3RN
Sat-Sun    24-25/9       North West Vintage Rally   Cancelled
Sun       16/10       Autumn Amble    Road Run        Start  WA5 2BG

Shows organised by NWCC are in blue text. Shows attended as a club are in green text.

Upcoming Events

The first murder trial in which a mo-
tor car played the central role was that
of Alfred Arthur Rouse (6 April 1894
- 10 March 1931). He was a British
murderer who was convicted and sub-
sequently hanged in Hardingstone,
Northamptonshire. Rouse's crime be-
came known as the “Blazing Car
Murder" due to the fact Rouse, seek-
ing to fabricate his own death, burned
to death an unknown hitchhiker whom
he had rendered unconscious inside
his car. The murder was notable be-
cause the identity of the victim has
never been established, resulting in

Rouse being, tried convicted and exe-
cuted for the murder of an unknown man.
Despite recent DNA testing, the identity
of the victim still remains unknown.

The Triumph company was founded by
one Siegfried Bettman, a German immi-
grant who arrived in Britain in 1884. The
Triumph company originally produced
only bicycles and motorcycles and did
not produce a car until 1923.

The Road Traffic Act came into effect on
18th March, 1935. Included in the act
were 30 mph speed limits in built-up ar-
eas and the introduction of driving tests.
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Proposed MOT Changes

The hot topic at the moment must be the
MOT changes which the government are
proposing in order to ease the cost of
living rises. The change would mean
eligible vehicles would only be subject
to testing every two years. This would
save each car owner a maximum of
£54.85 a year and, in most cases, less
than that.
That amount is a very small amount in a
family budget and, if a problem is start-
ing to occur, repairs could end up cost-
ing a lot more a year later. Then there is
the safety aspect to consider. Up to one
in three cars fail the test, with the major-
ity being for brakes, suspension or tyres.
Imagine these vehicles carrying on for
another twelve months with these kinds
of defects.
To ease the pressure on motorists, surely
a better idea would be to lower the VAT
rate. This would lower the price of all
fuel (home as well as vehicle) and would
also encourage everyone to go out shop-
ping. The difference would be soon be
recovered by the extra spending people
could then afford.

Key findings from the
2020/21 Trade Survey.
Number of registered historic vehicles in the
UK = 1,538,927.

Number of historic vehicle owners in the
UK = 682,967.

Estimated size of workforce in the historic
vehicle sector = 34,113.

Average age of a worker in the historic vehi-
cle sector = 45 years.

Firms who operate an apprenticeship
scheme = 1 in 10.

Number who see problems arising from envi-
ronment considerations = 69%.

Those who see future difficulty in recruiting
staff with necessary skills = 4 in 10.

Those who took drastic action to survive the
covid-19 pandemic = 1 in 20.

From F.B.H.V.C, News

Welcome to new members

483 David Houlgrave
484 Jean-Huguus Coezy
485 Mark Fisher
486 AdamCooper
487 Kevin Redman
488 Diane Lee
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MoWoG
by Chris Lee

I was asked one of those ‘simple’
questions the other day. You know the
type where you should know the an-
swer but which on further investiga-
tion results in a lot of time and effort
because you really didn’t know in the
first place.The simple question was
“What does MOWOG stand for?”
For the uninitiated 'MoWoG' (not
MOWOG note the lower case o) was
cast into many castings used in, Aus-
tin, Austin Healey, MG, Riley,
Wolseley and Morris vehicles over
many years. And there are several
versions amongst aficionados as to
what it means.
In the MG owners club they say
'MoWoG' is the name of a god that
has to be appeased with many offer-
ings of fluids and expensive new
parts, otherwise 'he' (or more probably
'she') will cause breakdowns at most
inopportune moments. As I don’t own
an MG I assume this is some kind of
‘in’ joke.
I have read several different explana-
tions for the name ranging from Mor-
ris Works Group, through Morris
Wolesley Group to Morris Wolseley
Garages in several normally reliable
sources. A spokesman for BMIHT in
the first issue of their magazine an-
swered the specific question by cate-
gorically stating that it stood for
'Group'. However he then went on to
say 'But why would anyone want to

know?' which really puts his position
as a spokesman in serious doubt in
my mind – of course we want to
know!
One thing appears as fact and that is it
does not appear on castings until after
Morris acquired Wolseley. Further-
more a check of the records reveals
that there never was either a regis-
tered Morris Wolsely Group or even
Morris Wolsely Garages mentioned
elsewhere. In short there never was a
'Morris Wolseley Group' as an organ-
isation, just 'Morris Motors Ltd'
From the information I have seen it
probably represents the merger of
Morris Motors, Wolseley and MG
and the use of common designations
from that point. Most agree that the
'Mo' stands for 'Morris' and the 'Wo'
for 'Wolseley'. But where does the
‘G’ come from?
The source of the greater part of the
explanation is David Knowles incred-
ibly detailed book - MG The Untold
Story. David relates how Wolseley
and MG were owned personally by
Lord Nuffield until he was convinced
to merge it with Morris Motors in
1935.
He states that, once part of Morris
Motors and with all design being car-
ried out at Cowley, the chassis and
engine number prefixes and suffixes
for Morris was ‘M’ Wolseley was 'W'
and MG was 'G'.
Not very prosaic but there you go Mo
(Morris) Wo (Wolseley) G (MG).
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Earlestown
by Jill & Steve Tanser

For the first show we attended of
2022, it was a cold and windy morn-
ing, with the expected April showers,
but that didn’t dampen our enthusi-
asm.

Organised by the local council and St.
Helens Classic Car Club, twenty-three
vehicles were expected but, much to
their surprise, fifty-three arrived. Vir-
tually all the of the pedestrianized
area of the town centre was utilised,
with marshals kept busy with parking
duties.

All the cars were amazing and re-
ceived a lot of attention from the pub-
lic and the judges chose six N.W.C.C.
vehicles to win a trophy. Well done
to: John Arkle, Dennis Syder, John
Cleaver, Helen Forshaw, John Hol-
croft and Dougie Owen.
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Classic Ads


