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FIND US ON THE WEB AND ON SOCIAL MEDIA AT:
Web: https://nwcasualclassics.online

Facebook:

www.facebook.com/groups/northwestcasualclassics

YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/user/NWCasualClassics

COMMITTEE:

Chairman: Nigel France 07932 057570

chairman@northwestcasualclassics.com

Vice Chairman and Events Management: Kenny Jackson

vicechairman@nwcasualclassics.online

Events Secretary: John Slevin

events@nwcasualclassics.online

Secretary: Michelle Jevons

secretary@nwcasualclassics.online

Treasurer and Membership Secretary: Steve Tanser

membership@nwcasualclassics.online

Webmaster and Social Media Admin: Phil Stott

media-admin@nwcasualclassics.online

Press and Public Relations: Bob Holder

press-pr@nwcasualclassics.online

Social Secretary: Dave Squires

social@nwcasualclassics.online

Backfire Editor: Steve Cropper

editor@nwcasualclassics.online

Co-opted members: Helen Forshaw, Jilly Tanser

DISCLAIMER
Views or opinions expressed in this newsletter do not necessarily

represent those of the club, its officers or committee members. No

responsibility can be accepted for inaccurate or misleading informa-

tion within this newsletter, but every effort will be made to check

accuracy before publication

 Next Meeting : Tuesday 11th April

On The Cover: Colin’s smart little Standard

Ten “Baz”, a regular at many of our club

events.
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CHAIRMAN’S CHATTER
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Hi All

It’s still cold and although I

both the Stag and the Austin

are still waiting for their major

spruce up, due to the temper-

atures I haven’t commenced

those particular tasks yet.

I did, however, manage a run

out in the Volvo. As you know

Chris Lee is providing this years'

St Georges Drive-it-Day Run,

he had already driven the

route but wanted me to do

the same.

Jane Booth a family friend,

agreed to be my navigator

and we started from the offi-

cial starting point, The Wood-

lands Pub near our

Clubrooms. The day was dry

and bright with a promise of

some blue sky and with the

clear and easy to follow in-

structions we set off travelling

northwards, crossing over the

M62. it’s worth pointing out

that the route will not take us

on any motorway. Heading

northeast we soon crossed the

M6 and were driving through

lovely countryside on towards

the East Lancs Road.

 Our first and only snag came

in the form of major road

 works, the whole road was

closed for resurfacing so we

had to detour. The works will

be finished by now so we

shouldn’t have issues on the

day. Rejoining our route, we

continued without any

more drama. That was until

Jane spotted a temporary

sign declaring that from

March 6th the carriageway

would be closed for 18

weeks, which obviously in-

cludes St. Georges Day!

Chris has now factored in a

diversion. We eventually

passed under the M61 near

Blackrod, and pressed on

towards Rivington, Belmont,

and then our most northerly

point, Abbey Village. The

countryside was spectacu-

lar and the sky had indeed

afforded us more than a

few glimpses of blue. Driv-

ing west then south the An-

glezark Reservoir came into

view presenting a glorious

sight, flanked by it’s early

spring hillsides and it's calm

mirror surface. How spec-

tacular!
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Eventually we turned west-

wards towards Parbold and

the final few miles to our desti-

nation,  Heskin Hall.

The cafe was a welcome sight

and soon Jane and I were

enjoying bowls of steaming

mushroom soup. A range of

light meals, and  beverages

are also available. There are a

multitude of small artisan and

specialist shops for your perus-

al, even one selling guitars!

We spent a couple of hours

there before heading home.

I do hope many of you will

complete the whole run but if

 you can’t, Chris has included

two short cuts, which will

shorten the jaunt by some 18

miles. I can confirm it is a fab-

ulous route and of course on

the day North West Casual

Classics will be included in He-

skin Hall’s Classic car event.

On other matters, I have

booked the Volvo in for some

paintwork and a new near-

side wing at a local body

shop. It’s due to go in on

March 27th, I’m really looking

forward to seeing the results.

Cheers, Nigel
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Did You Know? The word “Volvo” comes from the Latin for “I Roll”

because in 1924 SKF, the bearing manufacturers put up Skr

200,000 in initial capital to help found the company. The Volvo

“Mars” symbol is the Swedish symbol for iron.
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EDITORIAL
Thanks to everyone for the

very positive responses to the

revamped newsletter and

your many suggestions and

comments on the night.

Thanks also to those who

have already contributed

material for future issues.

I was struck by Nigel’s remarks

at the meeting about valuing

women’s perspectives within

the club, and wanting to see

more women as club officers

and in other active roles. I

heartily agree with that senti-

ment, and I am sure we all

welcome Helen Forshaw and

Jilly Tanser to their new roles

supporting the work of the

committee. Jilly has been co-

opted as a committee mem-

ber without portfolio to lend a

hand, and Helen will be work-

ing with Dave Squires to en-

hance our YouTube presence.

On the wall here at the Back-

fire editorial office (aka spare

room..) there hang framed

copies of the cover of Practi-

cal Classics from September

2019, (and not just because

my car is in the pictures...)

In the piece they published

when we were judged one of
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the ten best clubs in the

country, the citation praised:

“a really welcoming family

feel here with enthusiasts

happy to bring their kids and

dogs” and the “relaxed and

friendly” ethos.

We should be proud of this,

and recognise that without

our women members, we

would probably end up as a

club of boring old blokes dis-

cussing widgets. Without the

youngsters, we have no fu-

ture, either as a club or as a

hobby.

Some of our women mem-

bers have already given ster-

ling  service to the club, and

we would like to see more of

you coming through into key

roles. In addition, if you wish

to write something for these

pages it will be warmly  wel-

comed.

Steve C.
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KEY POINTS FROM

FEBRUARY MEETING

61 people attended, includ-

ing 2 guests from the Honey-

rose Foundation. Nigel

handed over our cheque for

£2,370

The raffle raised £127

If attending the Restoration

Show at the NEC in March,

Nigel recommends paying

cash on entry as quicker and

easier. He also reported is-

sues with obtaining refunds

from the organisers for even

the most genuine reasons for

non-attendance as a disin-

centive to book in advance.
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SHOW INFORMATION

The Black Swan and Irlam

Station gatherings will alter-

nate on the 2nd Saturday of

each month

The agreed procedure for

show entries is via the sheets

put out  at meetings, except

for Tatton.  Entries can also

be made via the website for

many events except Tatton.

Tatton early show and Lymm

are now full.

The SHCCC Clockface show,

will now be at the Manor

Farm, Rainhill (see events list-

ing)

Note that the Royal Cheshire

Show has a 40 year minimum

vehicle age limit, and

Lydiate has a pre-2005 limit.

Although I try to keep the

events information here ac-

curate, the sheer number of

events now could fill half the

newsletter. Please also keep

an eye on our website, or at

the least, the club Facebook

page for the latest informa-

tion.
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Upcoming Events

Date Event At

Sat 08/04/23 Manor Park Classics Ikon Hse. Runcorn WA7 1TA

Sun 09/04/23 Anderton Boat Lift CW9 6FW

Sun 23/4/23 Drive It Day Run The Woodlands, WA5 2TW

Sun 29/04/23 SHCCC “Clockface”

show

Now at: Manor Farm Pub, Rainhill

L35 6NE

Mon 01/05/23 Culcheth Carnival WA3 4EG Noon -1630

Sat 13/05/23 Earlestown Town

Centre

Hosted by SHCCC

Sat 29/05/23 Mawdlsey Cricket

Club

Rectory Field, Mawdsley, Lancs L40

3TG

Sat 3-Sun

4/06/23

Tatton Park Classic

and Performance

Tatton Park, Knutsford, WA16 6QN

Sat 10/6/23 NWCC Annual SHow Hale Village, L24 4AE

Sat 17/06/23 SHCCC Victoria Park Mansion Hse .WA10 2EU

20-21/06/23 Royal Cheshire Show

Tabley

Cheshire Show Ground  WA16 0JF

Sun 25/6/2023 Kelsall Steam Rally CH3 8BH

Sun 25/6/23 Lymm Transport Day Lymm, WA13OH

Sun 02/07/23 Lydiate Car Show Southport Rd. L31 4EQ

Sun 23/07/23 Frodsham Car Show Fluin Lane, WA6 7QN

Mon 26/8/23 Classic car show Prestatyn LL19 9BE

Sat 05/08/23 Newton Town Show Mesnes Park WA12 9UW

 19-20/08/23 Passion for Power Tatton Park, WA16 6QN

10/09/23 NWCC Autumn

Show, Burtonwood

Gulliver’s World, WA5 9YZ

KEY: Events in blue text are run by the club. Events in Black are those

where the club makes block entries. Events in green are for individual

entries only. Events shaded grey are full up.
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From 1906 to 1912, Bolton mo-

torists had the opportunity to

witness the performance of a

variety of cars and motor-cy-

cles in the hands of some no-

table drivers of the day on the

private roads of the Rivington

estate of W H Lever (later Lord

Leverhulme).

Under the auspices of the

North-East Lancs Automobile

Club and the Lancashire Mo-

tor-Cycle Club, the first of

these hill-climb races took

place on July 25, 1906, was

limited to members of the

former club, and was divided

into 10 classes according to

the list price of the car.

This ranged from £200 up to

'exceeding £1,000' which

equated to 6 hp Belsize and

Rover cars up to 35 hp Daim-

ler (1), 40 hp Napier (2), 60 hp

Mercedes (1) and 70 hp Dar-

racq (1).

In order to provide some form

of balance between the cars,

a handicap for each was cal-

culated using two formulae,

one to determine a horse-

power figure and the other to

arrive at the handicap figure

based on the horse-power re-

sult of the first formula.

From an entry list of 37 there

were 27 starters. These were

weighed in Horwich in the

morning, then, after a suitable

lunch, made their way to Riv-

ington and the actual venue

which was the road directly

behind the Rivington and

Blackrod Grammar School. At

the end of the day a number

of gold medals and cups

were awarded to the winners,

and Mr Birtwistle, Secretary to

the Club secured, according

to the 'Autocar' for August 4,

1906, "a special prize given by

the Anglo-American Oil Co."

In mid-July, 1907, the Club met

again, and out of 60 entries 45

turned up. A contemporary

issue of the 'Autocar' got a bit

more expansive and noted

the average gradient to be

1:10 and that the critical por-

tion was 1km in distance with

a good surface and that:

Racing at Rivington Pike...
In this article found by Chris Lee, Denis O’Connor of the Bolton

History Society recounts the story of motor racing in Lancashire

a century ago. From the Bolton Evening News,  21st May 1996.
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"altogether it was a delightful

and busy scene and a glori-

ous day".

The previous night the cars

had been weighed and the

drivers reminded that they

must "avoid any doping with

oxygen and other adventi-

tious aid" and to stress this ,"a

clause against any such fak-

ing was inserted in the rules,

viz: disqualification for using

any other fuel than petrol".

The names of the cars show

that a sizeable number were

from the Continent: Minerva

(Belgium), Darracq (France),

La Buire (France), Metallur-

gique (Belgium), Horch

(Germany), Berliot (France)

and Sizaire et Naudin

(France).

Among the contenders were

examples of cars which either

still exist today in one form or

another, or have recently dis-

appeared; Wolseley, Talbot,

Humber and Daimler. Some of

the cars were of local manu-

facture; three Belsize, 6, 20

and 30 hp models had been

made in Manchester by Mar-

shall and Co of Clayton,

founded in 1896 making a

Benz pattern car based on

the French Hurtu and surviving

as a maker up to 1925;

a single Critchley-Norris of

30/40 hp made by Crossleys

of Gorton between 1906/8

and was a chain driven tourer

based on Mercedes practice;

a 10/12 hp New Eagle made

at Broadheath, Manchester,

by a Ralph Jackson who pro-

gressed from cycle making to

founding the Century Engi-

neering and Motor Co to pro-

duce three and four wheelers

called the 'Eagle'. The com-

pany wound up in 1907 but

Jackson continuing as the

owner of St Georges Motor

Co (Manchester), and two

Bell cars from the firm of that

name at Ravensthorpe, Yorks,

after the 1914/18 war were

made in Manchester by the

Co-op Wholesale Society.

Among the drivers was H. Hol-

lindrake on his 35 hp La Burie -

his name still survives in the

Stockport motor trade; a Mrs

E. A. Riley (believed to have

been connected with E J Riley

billiard table makers of Ac-

crington) drove a 20 hp Bel-

size, coming third out of a field

of 12 with a time of 1 minute

39 seconds to mount the hill.

The aristocracy was repre-

sented by the Earl of Shrews-

bury and Talbot on a 12/16 hp

Clement-Talbot and Viscount

Ingestre on a similar
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mount in the 15/20 hp class.

The fastest time of the day

was achieved by Selwyn

Francis Edge with a time of 58

seconds on a 60 hp Napier,

and a close compatriot,

Charles Jarrott, on a 9 hp

Sizaire et Naudin took 2 min-

utes 24 seconds.

Below: A 1904 example of the

type of 60 HP Napier Edge

would have driven at Riving-

ton. Imagine hurtling this levi-

athan along unmade roads

on skinny tyres with no belts or

front brakes and only a

leather coat for protection!

Selwyn Francis Edge : Born in Australia, Edge was a remarkable

pioneer motorist who drove in the town-to-town road races of

the Edwardian era, winning the Gordon Bennett Cup in 1902,

which made him a national celebrity. He was a guiding force

in making Napier one of the finest cars of the period. In 1907 he

went on to drive a Napier solo at Brooklands for 24 hours

averaging 65 MPH, a record which stood for 18 years. Aside

from motoring he was also a successful competition cyclist,

motor boat racer and businessman. He died in 1940.
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The following saga took

place over several years.  It

started with a leak on the

power steering rack on my

Stag. I had two options, buy

a reconditioned unit or buy a

seal kit and have a go at

re-sealing the old unit myself.

I liked the idea of keeping

the original unit and fancied

the challenge so I bought a

seal kit which came with ab-

solutely no instructions or

part numbers.

The Triumph workshop man-

ual had reasonable instruc-

tions but the drawings were

unclear and identifying the

various seals was difficult.

The manual did warn “don’t

strip down the pinion unit” as

this is a specialist job. Infor-

mation on the Internet was

non-existent.

Removing the rack from the

car is not too bad but

putting it back is another

matter due to the small bore-

Pipes that share space with

the engine block. Once re-

moved, I carefully took the

rack apart which wasn’t too

difficult. Figuring out where

all the seals went was a

nightmare because the new

seals were slightly different to

the originals and the kit cov-

ered a few different variants

so there were surplus seals. I

persevered and got it all

back together properly, or

so I thought. It still leaked, but

much slower than before, so

half a result.

I took it out again a few

months later and this time

stripped the pinion unit (the

one they said not to strip).  I

managed to strip it, seal it

and put it all back together.

This didn’t cure the leak either!

Once again I took it all out,

fully prepared to fit a recon

rack.  However, when I

spoke to the reconditioner,

he said all he does is put new

seals in, so I decided to give

it one more go and ordered

seal kit number 2 but guess

what – It leaked again!.

What was I missing?

Then, driving through Wales,

all the steering fluid came

out dramatically, and I was

forced to do the “drive of

shame” home on a recovery

The Saga of the Stag

Steering Rack : A Tale

of Dogged Persistence

by Geoff Freckleton.
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Truck. It turned out to be a

displaced circlip on the pin-

ion. This was an easy fix but I

still had the slow leak from

the rack.

Out it came again, by now it

was personal and no way

was I giving in.  I noticed the

nylon backing rings on two

seals didn’t fit very well.  I

eventually found a guy in the

US who had done a few

racks and after chatting on-

line it turned out that the kit

isn’t supplied with backing

rings.  Apparently, I was sup-

posed to keep the original

backing rings and what I had

been fitting weren’t backing

rings although they looked

similar.

To make matters worse you

can’t get them anymore.  The

threat of a recon rack loomed

closer.  Then I discovered the

rack on a Jensen interceptor is

the same and bingo, I man-

aged to buy two backing rings

from a Jensen supplier for a few

quid.  Seal kit number 3 and

eureka, the rack was finally leak

tight.

However, after the incident in

Wales, the pinion had started

leaking again. I suspected this

had led to a damaged oil seal

and I was right. After removing

the rack yet again, I simply

swapped the damaged seal us-

ing one of the 3 kits I had accu-

mulated.  Did it work? Ask me in

a few months!
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 Nigel Presenting Lynn Duffy MBE, the founder of the HoneyRose

Foundation ,with a club cheque for £2,370 at our February

meeting. The Foundation, which is based in St Helens, helps

terminally ill people aged over 40 from our region to achieve

lifetime ambitions during their end-of-life care. Well done to all

our members for a fantastic fundraising effort.
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Milestones in motoring. 1923: An Occasional Look at Key

Events in the Timeline of Motoring History a Century Ago

In 1923 French maker Salmson became the first manufacturer

to produce twin overhead camshaft engines in production

volumes in 1100 and 1200cc variants, and produced no other

engine type until the end of Salmson production in 1956

C.E.King designed the OE version of the Vauxhall 30/98, for

1923, the first overhead valve version, delivering 112BHP at

3,300 RPM. It was a group of enthusiasts for this car who

founded the Vintage Sports Car Club at the Phoenix Inn, Hart-

ley Witney, Hampshire in 1934.  The club still meets there.

Raymond Mays, competing in two short chassis Bugatti

Brescias called Cordon Bleu and Cordon Rouge  claimed over

250 hillclimb and sprint victories between 1922 and 1924.

Tuned by Amherst Villiers, of “Blower” Bentley fame, and using

special camshafts, lightened components and alcohol fuel,

the cars were giving 6,900 RPM compared with the standard

limit of 3,000 !



 Backfire March 202316

B
a

c
k

 P
a

g
e

 B
e

a
u

ti
e

s:
 A

 c
u

ri
o

u
s 

m
ix

 o
f 

o
ld

 a
n

d
 n

e
w

, 
th

is
 B

u
g

a
tt

i 
Ty

p
e

 1
0

1
 w

a
s 

c
re

a
te

d
 in

 1
9

6
4

 b
y

re
n

o
w

n
e

d
 G

M
 s

ty
lis

t 
V

ir
g

il 
E
x
n

e
r 

fo
r 

h
is

 o
w

n
 u

se
. 

 B
u

ilt
 b

y
 G

h
ia

 i
t 

u
se

s 
th

e
 l
a

st
 T

1
0

1
 c

h
a

ss
is

, 
m

a
d

e

in
 1

9
5

1
-2

, 
w

h
e

n
 a

tt
e

m
p

ts
 w

e
re

 b
e

in
g

 m
a

d
e

 t
o

 r
e

v
iv

e
 t

h
e

 B
u

g
a

tt
i 
m

a
rq

u
e

. 
 G

h
ia

 s
h

o
rt

e
n

e
d

 t
h

e

c
h

a
ss

is
 b

y
 1

8
 in

c
h

e
s,

 a
n

d
 it

 h
a

s 
a

 b
lo

w
n

 1
6

 v
a

lv
e

 s
tr

a
ig

h
t 

8
, 
d

is
p

la
c

in
g

 3
2

5
7

c
c

 a
n

d
 g

iv
in

g
 1

9
0

B
H

P
.

U
n

d
e

rn
e

a
th

 a
ll 

th
e

 g
la

m
o

u
r 

it
 h

a
s 

q
u

a
rt

e
r 

e
lli

p
ti
c

 le
a

f 
sp

ri
n

g
s 

a
n

d
 a

 s
o

lid
 f

ro
n

t 
a

x
le

.


